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1.0
Goals

The students will gain an understanding of what happened during the three-day Battle of Gettysburg from the viewpoints of both the North and South.

The students will also gain an understanding of what happened between the battles during the Battle of Gettysburg from the viewpoints of both the North and South.
2.0
Specific Objectives

Students will become aware of the North battle plan during the Battle of Gettysburg

Students will become aware of the South battle plan during the Battle of Gettysburg

Students will become aware of what happened at Little Round Top

Students will become aware of what happened at Cemetery Ridge

Students will become aware of what happened during Pickett’s Charge

Students will become aware of the camaraderie between soldiers between battles at the Battle of Gettysburg

Students will become aware of songs sung by the North and the South

Students will become aware of poems written by the North and the South

Students will become aware of the how the wounded were cared for during the Battle of Gettysburg


Students will become aware of the ramifications of the Battle of Gettysburg

Students will gain an understanding of how a reenactment to provide a greater understanding of real life events

Students will gain an understanding of how to conduct more efficient searches on the internet

3.0
Instructional Materials/ Resources

American Nation Textbook


Student Social Studies Notebook


Macintosh Computers with internet access


Access to the following web sites:
Home of the American Civil War 
The History Place - U.S. Civil War 1861-1865 
Civil War Index Page 
Poetry and Music of the War Between the States 
The Civil War 
Civil War American History Timeline Battle Ma... 
The American Civil War Homepage 
Civil War Photos .Net 
CivilWarLiterature.com 
This Day in History 
The American Civil War 
Civil War Medicine 
Civil War Battle Summaries by State 
Civil War Battle Summaries by Campaign 
Civil War Virtual Battlefield Tours 
Civil War Potpourri Page 
The Civil War Home Page 
Women and the Civil War - Resources at Duke 
Civil War Biography Page 
The American Civil War - The Struggle to Pres... 

Cardboard


Scissors


Glue Sticks


Colored Pencils


Markers


Sheets


Sticks


Uniforms


Bandages

4.0
Teaching/ Learning Strategies

Teacher directed discussion

Student directed research in school and at home


Student directed work in school and at home


Student directed questioning

Student directed answering


Student directed reenactment

5.0
Procedure


First Week


Discuss how the reenactment will take place

Divide the students into two groups – the North and the South


Assign students to develop research the following information:



1. The battle plans leading up to the Battle of Gettysburg



2. The actual events that happened during the Battle of Gettysburg

3. The actual events that happened during the fighting on Little Round Top

4. The actual events that happened during the fighting on Cemetery Ridge

5. The actual events that happened during the fighting of Pickett’s Charge

6. The events that happened after the fighting has over each day

7. What the soldiers did after the fighting and what they did to prepare for

the next day of fighting

8. What songs did the soldiers sing

9. What poems did the soldiers write

10. Find out what to perform a reenactment

Discuss which students will be soldiers and which students will be officers

Discuss the differences between soldiers and officers

Construct rifles, make uniforms, and make tents


Second Week


Day one



Reenact the fighting at Little Round Top



1. The actual fighting that took place



2. Dealing with the wounded


Discuss how the reenactment went – was it accurate?


Day Two


Reenact what the soldiers would’ve done after the fighting at Little Round


Top


Read some poems that the soldier might have written


Sing songs that the soldiers might have sung


Discuss what might have been going through the soldiers’ minds as they prepared


For the second day of fighting


Day Three


Reenact the fighting at Cemetery Ridge



1. The actual fighting that took place



2. Dealing with the wounded


Discuss how the reenactment went – did we do better than the first time?


Day Four


Reenact what the soldiers would’ve done after the fighting at Cemetery Ridge


Discuss what the moral would’ve been like after two days of intense fighting


Read poems that the soldier might have written


Discuss how these poems were different than before and why they were different 


Than they were before (moral slipping)


Sing songs that the soldiers might have sung


Discuss how these songs were different than before and why they were different 


Than they were before (moral slipping)


Discuss what might have been going through the soldiers’ minds as they prepared


For the third day of fighting


Day Five


Reenact Pickett’s Charge



1. The actual fighting that took place



2. Dealing with the wounded


Discuss the ramifications of Pickett’s Charge


Discuss the ramifications of The Battle of Gettysburg


Discuss the moral of both the North and the South after The Battle Of Gettysburg


Discuss how realistic our reenactment was


Discuss how a reenactment can make events in history more real

6.0
Assessment

The students will type a two-page paper outlining what they learned about the Battle of Gettysburg. They need to include not only the events that happened during the fighting of the battle but also the moral of the troops and how the moral changed from day to day. They also need to include what they learned about the medical care during the battle. They also need to include how (and if) the reenactment helped  with their understanding of the Battle of Gettysburg.

7.0
Reflections

I know that you’re probably looking through this lesson plan and saying to yourself “this is impossible” but it isn’t. During the first week the main thing is to make sure that you continually stress to the students that the only way this reenactment will be great is if they take it seriously. My experience was shown me that he students want to make it great because they think reenacting a battle in “cool”. Also during the first week make sure that the students are staying on task – there is a lot of work be completed and there isn’t a lot of time to complete the work. Once all the “chips are in place” (after all the research and work has been completed during the first week), week two is a lot of fun. The worse day for the reenactment is day one. Some of the students don’t take it seriously and they fool around. These students always seem to be the ones “killed” first. After the first day, however, when I stress that the reenactment could’ve been better if certain people acted more appropriately – the following days of the reenactment (usually) go very well. It is fun to see the students during day two when they are reenacting like in the camps and in the tents between the battles. They really get into this! They love singing songs and reading their poems. Overall , I love doing this reenactment. In the end the students tell me that they learned so much about battle and war because they “lived through it”. I know that they learned a lot because of the papers that they write – they are usually the best papers I get from my students all year.

I am very excited about this years’ reenactment. We are in the first week and the students are getting AWESOME information. Helping them find specific information and the internet has helped their information. It has also helped me – I don’t have to worry so much that the students aren’t getting enough information. I also don’t have to worry about the quality of the information that my students are getting.

Thanks for helping make this lesson/mini unit more manageable. I wish you could see the actual reenactment. I think you would be impressed at how hard these 8th graders have worked!

