Making Change

Time Frame: about 1 hour

Objectives: 
     The students will: 

1. Determine how much money is left after making purchases.

2. Count on or back to determine change.

Materials:

1. Different amount of coins for each child (no pennies)

2. Index card for each student

3. Cash register

4. Grocery item cards (from previous lesson)

5. Buyer’s worksheet with pictures and prices ending in pennies

Preparation:

1. Put the grocery item cards in a grid on the board. (Choose ones that can’t be paid using just nickels and dimes. For instance, choose items with prices like 14¢, 18¢, etc.)

Circle Time: “I Have, Who Has”

Homework: E7-10

Seatwork: “Time to Shop” worksheet

Class Procedure:

1. Pass out different amounts of coins to each child.  They count and write down how much 

    they have on their index card.  Have them double check each other’s work. (5 min.)

2. Have a volunteer call out a grid number.  If children have enough money to buy the item, 

    they stand up and hold up their card.  They each say the amount on their card and class either    

    says, “Way to go!” or “Nice try!”  Repeat a few times. (10 min.)

3. Show How to Make Change (15 min.)

· Repeat the above activity, only this time have a child call out a grid box that he knows he can afford.  Have him come up to pay for it.  (Use the cash register.) 

· Model out loud how to count on from the actual price to what was paid to determine the change.  Do this a few times.  

· Show then by counting back.  

4. Practice Making Change (20 min.)

· Put students in pairs.  Pass out a buyer’s worksheet and more money, including pennies, to each group.  

· Have students take turns being the shopper and the cashier.  The shoppers can not use any pennies.  

· Have the shoppers point to an item on the page that he or she wants to buy.  That student uses quarters, dimes, and nickels to pay. 

· The cashier counts on or back to return change.

Closure:
1. Reflective Journal: How do you make change?

