Pennies, Nickels, and Dimes

Time Frame: about 1 hour

Objectives: 
     The students will: 

1. Determine the value of a set of pennies, nickels, and dimes.

2. Sort coins and determine values from greatest to least.

3. Count on from a dime.

Materials:

1. Money Order chart

2. Bag of coins per student 

3. 1 coin spinner per pair, labeled w/ penny, nickel, and dime

4. 1 paper clip and 1 pencil per pair (to use with the spinner)

Preparation:

1. None

Circle Time Activity: Coin Sparkle with dimes and pennies (See attached instruction sheet)

Class Procedure:
1. Review and sing Coin Chant with motions. (5 min.)

2. Review money order (5 min.)

· Pass out a Money Order chart and a bag of coins to each student.

· Ask students to take out 2 pennies and 4 nickels.  Have them place the coins in the correct spot on the chart and have them count the amount together.

· Do a few with nickels and pennies, then have them do a few with dimes and pennies

3. Counting Combinations  (10 min.)

· Model how to count various combinations of pennies, nickels, and dimes (25¢, 28¢, 42¢ using 2 dimes, 4 nickels, 2 pennies).  Stop at each dividing line to switch.

· Show and model how to count 15¢.  Tap the dime twice and therefore count by fives if necessary.

4. Spin and Count (20 min.)

· Have the children partner up with another student.  (*Explain directions first!)  The person whose name starts with the letter closest to the beginning of the alphabet comes to get the money spinner.

· Have one child spin the spinner 6 times, while the other displays the coins indicated.

· The pairs then order the coins from greatest to least, using the Money Order charts if needed.  Then, they count the coins together and record the value.

· Students switch roles and repeat.  Whoever spins the greatest value wins the round.

· Have students keep tallies of how many rounds each person wins.

5. Show Me (10 min.)

· Gather the students back together again.  Ask students to use their play money to show an amount written on the board (26¢).  Tell them they have to use at least one of each coin.

· Discuss the different combinations of coins the children used to show the amount.

· Determine who used the fewest and the most coins.  Point out that there can be different ways to make the same  amount of money.

Closure:

1. Reflective Journal: Is it harder to count dimes and pennies, nickels and pennies, or all three?

