Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month
(September 15 – October 15)

Grade Levels: 2 - 5 
Time: 30 minute lesson
Overview

By studying Hispanic Americans through celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month, (an American holiday), students gain an understanding of the many ways that Hispanic cultures and people have contributed to America.
Objectives

· Students will discuss contributions made to America by Hispanics.
· Students will discover some Hispanics and their contributions. 
· Students will develop an appreciation for Hispanics, their culture and their contributions to the U.S.
Materials

1. A computer with internet access and computer compatible projector and large white screen for background. (A white sheet or dry erase board or plain white wall can be the background).
2. Access to the site: Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month
3. Each student needs a pencil and a piece of paper on which to write down ideas during brainstorming session.
4. List of about 4 Hispanics and their contributions to the U.S.: http://www.gale.cengage.com/free_resources/chh/bio/
5. Teacher List of Hispanic contributions to the U.S., (Chocolate, Chihuahua dogs, salsa, Music, Food, and Dance).

6. Teacher created slideshow with pictures of Chocolate, Chihuahua dog, salsa, Hispanic musician, Mexican cuisine, and Hispanic Dancers. (See attached file HispanicHeritage.ppt. ).

7. Hispanic Heritage Month participation evaluation Rubric 

Procedure 
1. Access the website: Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month to begin the lesson.  This site has some very upbeat music and concert pictures that should set a good tone for the lesson. 
2. Review the following “What does the word Hispanic mean?”  

3. Ask if anyone has heard of Hispanic Heritage Month, (a holiday celebrated in America). When Hispanic Heritage Week became a month long celebration in 1998, few predicted that Hispanic contributions would reach so far and wide: salsa now outsells ketchup, the names Angel and Isabella are some of the most popular for baby names in the West and Southwest, and Latino danzas are increasingly popular in American culture.  

4. Share some statistical facts from http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/fs97-10.html
5. Introduce students to 4 biographies of Hispanic Americans such as:  Gloria Estefan, Daisy Fuentes, Alberto Ganzales, and George Lopez, (all of these have been seen on T.V. and are more likely to strike a cord of familiarity with youth).  Ask the students to share any other Hispanic Americans that they know as well.
6. Ask students to take a few minutes to brainstorm and write down all the ways that Hispanics have contributed to America. Call on volunteers to share their ideas. The ethnic diversity of your class may affect the range of answers you receive. 
7.  Play the slideshow (see attached power point file).  Conclude by reemphasizing the importance that Hispanics have in America.

Assessment 

· Have students share their brainstorming ideas with the class. 
· Challenge students to share what contributions they liked best from Hispanic citizens in America.

· Hispanic Heritage Month Participation Evaluation Rubric.
Participation Rubric
	Spanish Class Participation



	


	CATEGORY 
	12 
	9 
	6 

	Prepared 
	On time for class, has book, folder, pencil, planner, has taken restroom/drink break. 
	On time for class, Has most supplies needed for class 
	Is late for class and/ or not prepared for class 

	Discussion 
	Participates in discussion, listens to others speak, pays attention to teacher/presenter 
	Sometimes participates in discussion. May talk out of turn during discussion, sometimes listens and pays attention 
	Rarely or never participates in discussion, does not listen to others or pay attention to teacher/presenter 

	Behavior 
	Polite and respectful of others. 
	Occasionally disruptive or talkative. 
	Disrespectful, Talkative 


Extensions

Have students read books about Hispanic Heritage in America and give book talks. Here are some titles to consider: Extraordinary Hispanic Americans, by Susan Sinnott, The Bossy Gallito, by Lucia Gonzalez, Abuela, by Arthur Dorros Ancona; Hispanic Scientists: Ellen Ochoa, Carlos A. Ramirez, Eloy Rodriguez,

Lydia Villa-Komaroff, Maria Elena Zavala, Jetty St. John,

I Am Latino: The Beauty of Me, by Sandra PinkneyDomitila, A Cinderella Tale from the Mexican Tradition, Adopted by Jewel Reinhart Coburn.
· Plan a fiesta where students research different Hispanic foods and bring a dish of their choice.
:: PRINTER FRIENDLY 

Related Links

· Sharing the Hispanic-American Heritage Experience 

· Government Census  Press Release
· Hispanic Heritage Lesson Plan Links
Power point slide presentation
· See the accompanying power point document “HispanicHeritage.ppt” for the slide show.  Also, note that the file “Nataswalz.mp3” is attached as optional music to be played during the slide show.  However, you may use any other music that would be appropriate.
