Elected Officials

5 Day Unit

Second Grade

Ohio Academic Content Standard
Government

Students use knowledge of the purposes, structures and processes of political systems at the local, state, national and international levels to understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability and promote the general welfare.

Role of Government

1. Identify leaders such as mayor, governor and president, and explain that they are elected by the people.
The objective of this unit is to teach the students about our elected officials (President, Governor, Mayor).  We will learn why we elect these people and how it is done in the United States.  The students will finish the unit by holding a mock election in the classroom, and the winner will be class president the following week.

Day One

Materials:

· KWL charts, one per student

· The book “Vote!” by Eileen Christelow.   ISBN 0-618-48606-2.  

· Word search worksheets, one per student.
Ask students if they know what a president is, what a governor is, what a mayor is. Allow for a short discussion and record brief answers on board.  Read the book to whole group and allow time for questions and review.  Tell the students that the mayor in the story is an elected official, stressing that that means they are chosen by the people.  Give students KWL charts to record what they know (K section) about elected officials.  Do this as a class.  Then complete the W section of the chart with information they want to know.  Be sure to include information you want them to learn as well.  Keep the items brief and relevant.  Leave the L section of the chart empty so the students can fill this in at the end of the unit.  Have the students keep these in their desk or a file in the room that is easily accessible to them.  Have the students complete the word search worksheets that were created at http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/WordSearchSetupForm.asp. These words should be defined before they begin.  This is a fun extension to the activity and should not be collected but worked on during free time.

Assessment:  Make sure students recorded correct information on KWL chart.

Lower level learners:  Pair up with other students.

Higher level learners:  Challenge them to come up with definition of Electoral College.

Day Two

Materials:
· Computer access to the webpage http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0855114.html.  Make sure you can display this to the whole class at one time.
· Worksheet “If I Ran For President”

Begin the discussion by asking 

· who is the leader of the class (teacher)

· who is the leader of the school (principal)

· who is the leader of the city/town (mayor)

· who is the leader of the state (governor)

· who is the leader of the country (president)

Introduce the website of the presidents to the students and make sure to go over the most popular presidents.  Be sure to allow them to at least see the pictures of each and allow them to choose others they want to click on.  Tell the students to think for a minute about what the president does.  Discuss possible answers.  Ask the students what they would do if they were president.  Remind them that in an election the presidential candidates decide on important issues and present solutions to those problems.  Encourage them to think of one problem we have in society today that is important to them to fix.  Remind the students that we have had many presidents but only a few of them are remembered by many people.  Hand out worksheets and have them record their answers to the questions:

· Problem:
· I promise to do my best to fix the problem by:

· Tell us why you would be the best president.

· What will we remember about you?
Make sure to remind the students to use their very best second grade printing because these will be posted as their campaign posters for the election at the end of the week. Collect these and post in the room.
Assessment:  Grade campaign posters making sure each one follows the guidelines we established.

Lower level learners:  Pair students up.

Higher level learners:  Challenge students to find out who the vice-president is and where he is from.
Day Three

Materials:

· Computer access to the site http://www.yu-gyo.com/Election/BevHarris.htm to be viewed by the entire class.
· Picture of President Bush taking the oath of office at the White House site: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2005/01/images/20050120-1_3-p44290-376-515h.html.
· White House virtual tour at http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/life/video/index.html.

· Lined paper.

Have the students view the picture at the first link.  Discuss.  Tell the students that this is a voting machine of the kind that we use in our area in Ohio.  Tell them how it works, showing them where the voter card is scanned and where the “ballot” is located on the screen.  Ask the students if they know of any other ways we can vote in our classroom.  Record suggestions on the board.  Choose one to use for day five of lesson.

Go to the second website and discuss the oath of office that the president must take.  Talk about the promise that the president makes and what that means for our country.  Have the students write down several ideas for oaths on lined paper.
Go to the third link for a virtual tour of the White House.

Assessment:

Collect papers and read to make sure each student has given several ideas and that they pertain to making and oath.

Lower level learners:  Help students write their oaths.

Higher level learners:  Challenge students to find out who invented the first electric voting machine.

Day Four

Materials:
· Brainstorming oath ideas papers

· Posterboard

· Markers

· Peer evaluation papers

· Red and blue paint and paintbrushes

· Smocks 

· White construction paper, 11” x 18”

· Campaign posters from day one lesson

Hand out papers and put students into groups of 3 or 4.  Have students share their ideas with each other and make a list of their favorite ideas.  Ask them to limit the list to four ideas.   As a whole class, review each group’s suggestions. Develop an oath for the entire class using each group’s suggestions.  Develop 3 or 4 sentences for the oath and record on posterboard and display in classroom.  
Hand out construction paper and have students print their names neatly on one side, left or right of the front side of paper.  Give each student their paint smock and have them create an American flag on the entire paper.  Have them place their campaign poster on the opposite side of their name.  Display these as their last minute campaign efforts to win the election.  

Talk about each candidate and stress the importance of choosing one they feel will be able to do the job.

Assessment:  Have students fill out peer evaluations, making sure they know that they need to be honest.  This is a good assessment for group projects.
Lower level learners:  Pair students or offer assistance for painting and peer evaluation.

Higher level learners:  Challenge students to find several important topics for the real presidential campaign.

Day Five

Materials:

· Voting materials (to be determined by day four’s lesson)

· KWL charts

· Oath of office poster

Review one last time with the students the importance of voting and what it means for our country.  Allow students time to ask questions.  Hold election for classroom president.  Tally votes and determine a winner.  If there is a tie the teacher gets the deciding vote.  Make sure to be very considerate in explaining your choice.  Swear in the new president and offer congratulations.  Discuss the week’s events and allow for feedback.  Some students will not be happy with the results and make sure to stress that that is alright; in a real election many people have this reaction.  Have the students record what they learned throughout the week on their KWL charts and collect.

Assessment:  Check the KWL charts.

Lower level learners:  Help with voting.

Higher level learners:  Challenge students to predict who will win the real election and why.
To supplement the unit I would like to incorporate graphing into my math lesson.  I will also be playing patriotic music in the background during the lessons.

