Kristin Roddy

INT 925 Elementary Curriculum on the Web

Curriculum Unit

Word Bird’s Sight Words

Purpose:  To engage and teach my students the Dolch list of high-frequency words for 1st grade and other important words (derived from various lists in print) that children should be able to recognize while reading and spell correctly while writing.

CA State Standard: Reading 1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development Students understand the basic features of reading.  They select letter patterns and know how to translate them into spoken language by using phonics, syllabication, and word parts.  They apply this knowledge to achieve fluent oral and silent reading. 1.11 Read common, irregular sight words.
Duration:  This will be ongoing learning using our classroom friend “Word Bird” (a big, fuzzy duck stuffed animal) to introduce the words to us, and activities completed in a literacy center format throughout the week to practice the words.

Dolch List for 1st grade: (http://www.kidzone.ws/dolch/grade1.htm) 
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Setting: Whole class, sitting on the carpet, Word Bird on teacher’s lap

Materials: Word Bird stuffed animal prepared with the week’s words.



     Mini white boards & EXPO pen (one/student)

Background Knowledge: Students will be familiar with turning “knee to knee” with a neighbor so that they are looking at each other and prepared to listen to each other for partner share alouds, as well as turning back “shoulder to shoulder,” to face the teacher and be prepared to listen to her. 

     Word Bird will reveal, on his wing(s), the 5 words for the week.  The children will be reminded not to shout out the words if they know them. First Time Prep: Teacher will prepare students through discussion the first time.  Word Bird will be introduced as: “A friend who knows a lot of words, who is going to help us by teaching us some each week.  He gets very excited about these words and he does not want a child to shout them out and steal the chance for everybody to read them!  That would make him a very sad bird and we can’t have that, so when he shows you the words you are going to try and say them INSIDE your brain.  If you think you know them put a big plus sign on your white board and show him quietly.  Then, when everyone has had a chance to read them, (Ms. Roddy) will let you whisper to a neighbor what those words are and see if you both know them.”  This will become expected procedure after modeling.  
After teacher feels students have had sufficient time to figure the words out themselves and discuss them with a classmate, she can go over them aloud with the class.  Instead of leaving it at that, another way to “teach” these words is: (Adapted from http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/56.html) Say: This is the word (use one word) Ask: What letter is at the beginning of this word? --Ask: Does this word have a smaller word inside it? Try to point out something characteristic about the word.  This word begins with the same letter as your name; or this word only has 3 letters, just like the word /cat/ you learned yesterday. Say: Now I want you to say each letter in the word as I spell it aloud, and you write it on your white board.  Then have the child spell the word aloud.  Repeat the same procedure with each of the 5 new words.
Many additional activities can be done in this setting with Word Bird.  For example, students can count the vowels or consonants and write the number on their white board and show word bird, they can share aloud with a neighbor and use one of the words in a sentence.  You can discuss where and when they might see or use those words.  The teacher can read a book and they can tally mark on their white board how many times they see or hear one of those words in the story. *Create a sight word notebook. As the children learn sight words have them write it in a notebook and develop a sentence using the word *from http://www.ehow.com/how_2093503_teach-kids-sight-words.html.  The possibilities are endless (!

Extension Activities To Engage Students:
One or more of these activities can me added into weekly center time to further cement the use and recognition of these words.  The teacher or parent volunteer may also do one or more of these activities with a small group throughout the week.  I do literacy centers once per week but have parent volunteers several times a week.  Either instance would provide meaningful practice for the students.

Options:
From http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/56.html):

· Have the child practice the sight words with a hands-on activity like bingo, (I have several sight word bingo games, some purchased, some downloaded from abcteach.com etc.) concentration, Go Fish, etc. 

· Have the child read the words in a sentence, poem, riddle, paragraph, etc. (The length of the reading will depend upon the level of the child. Some children may need to read the words in simple 3 word sentences--with other words they already know.) More than one word may be used per sentence. The sentences need to be printed neatly on a piece of white, lined paper, with a double space between sentences. The point is, it is important that the words be seen in context or print like they will be seen when reading.  Possible resource: Sight Word Poetry by TEACHER CREATED RESOURCES Paperback, 48 pgs Published 2004-11-04
· Print the words on 3X5 cards and coupled with other word flashcards (I have picture cards that represent who, action, and where for sentence building, there are many sentence building flashcards available) the children can build the words into sentences.  As an extension they can write their newly built sentence on a piece of paper complete with a capital letter and period.
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Work pages:  Children can fill in the missing sight word using the box method. 

You can create these your self or use:                http://www.edhelper.com/dolch_sightwords_grade1.htm
But this site require subscription for the tool. 
You can also create “Trace and Write” pages where they do just that.
Erase Relay and Tic-Tac-Toe are from:http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/485.html 
· Erase Relay~ (Materials: Word lists on the chalkboard) Write on the chalkboard two columns of words that are approximately equal in difficulty. Write as many words on the board as there are children in the relay. Children are divided into 2 teams, and stand in two lines at right angles to the chalkboard. At the signal, the first child in each line points at the first word in his respective column of words and pronounces that word. If his pronounces it correctly, he is allowed to erase that word. The game is won by the side that erases all the words first.
· Tic Tac Toe~ (Materials: Chalkboard with the tic tac toe board drawn on it, word cards) I would have the children at a center break into pairs instead of whole class into two teams as written. I have modified it as such. Write words in the tic tac toe spaces. I would pre-prep these boards for the introduction of this center and work to the children making their own.  Take turns: each person will select a space to read. If he is correct, they may put an X or O in the space. If they are incorrect, the other player gets to try the same word. If they say the word correctly, they can mark the spot with their X or O.  You can already have these boards made up to save time and keep the game moving if you are using a variety of words, like the sight word list. *You can also give everyone a blank copy of the tic tac toe board, and put the list of words on the board. Have them place the words where they want in their board. As you call the words out, you will have to say if it is an X word or an O. The first one to tic tac toe is the winner.

· The following lesson would take teacher prep, but would be great practice hands-on practice for the students.  Variations include tracing the words in sand or salt, etc. Taken from: http://atozteacherstuff.com/pages/425.shtml 
Spelling Basic Sight Words 
Grade Level(s): K, 1-2, 3-5 
Submitted by: Sebrina, LD resource grades 1-7 teacher 

This lesson is developed for students who have difficulty remembering spelling words. 

Materials:

· Puffy Paint 

· Basic Sight Spelling Words 

· Paper 

Plan:

1. The teacher or the student uses puffy paint to write each spelling word. It is vital that the words and written very neatly in manuscript writing. 

2. After paint dries, 10 to 15 minutes, the student begins by reading the first word. 

3. Then the student traces each letter with his/her finger while he/she says the letter. Student continues until each word is traced. Student repeats 2-3 times. 

4. The student is assessed by a spelling quiz. 

· The following two ideas are taken from: http://www.literacyconnections.com/SightWordPractice.html 
WORDO

WORDO is a variation of "Bingo" in which students practice recognizing sight words--and they love it! 
1. Select 25 high-frequency words that you have been working with, and write each one on an index card. 

2. Instruct your students to copy each sight word into a space of the WORDO template. (Each student should be writing words into different spaces, so each student's WORDO sheet will be different.) 

3. Shuffle your deck of index cards, and call out one word at a time. 

4. Students will cover each word that was called out with a marker. As they do so, be sure to have them chant the spelling of that word! 

5. The first student with a row covered calls out, "WORDO!" 

CHANTS, CHEERS, SONGS, AND PANTOMIMES
As students are introduced to new sight words, they should see them, say them, and spell them. Brain research suggests that as we involve more senses in acquiring knowledge, we are better able to retain and recall that knowledge. So have your students stand up and shout (when possible) as they enjoy some of these "spelling" activities: 

"Imaginary Chalkboard" 
Students pretend that they are writing on a large chalkboard. As they say each letter, they "write" it as large as they can. After each word is spelled, students say the word as they "erase" it. 

"Blast-Off" 
Children start spelling the word while squatting. With each successive letter they stand higher and higher. When the word is said in its entirety, the children jump into the air. 

"Pumping Iron" 
Students pretend to be lifting weights, one repetition for each letter.When they have chanted all of a word's letters, they can pretend to mount the barbell on its stand and sound exhausted as they say the word. 

"Lumber Jack" 
Students pretend to swing an ax as they chant each letter. Then they pretend that the tree is falling down as they shout out the word, rather than "TIM-BER!"
· This last one is from: http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/go/page.cgi?p=print_lesson&d=0&ID=414 

Mixed Up Sentences 
Grade Level(s): K, 1-2 
Submitted by: Amy, Kindergarten Teacher 

I mix up words using those sight words being worked on and words from our word walls. The children then put the words in order to make a sentence. 

Materials:

Thinking caps or "smarties" smart pills for the kids. Distribute and get busy.

Plan:

1. I take sight words and words from our word walls and mix them up including punctuation. 

2. Example: I would write on the board... 

fat sat on map the My . cat
3. The children then unscramble the sentence. 

4. I take volunteers to come up and as they use each word they cross it out. This gives the children a great sense of reading. 

5. Eventually the kids will become so familiar with this, they will be able to mix up sentences for each other. It is amazing and they have a load of fun. 

Wrap Up:  The above is a really good list of activities that can be implemented as practice activities in the classroom to reinforce learning the sight words.  They can be used in any combination, added to, etc.

Since learning the sight words is an “all year” agenda item, the kids will become familiar with these activities and be able to complete them independently.  I would use a variety of these activities as I cycle through the words week by week.
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