INT 925
Teacher: Karen Patten

Date:       June 28, 2004

Grade Level: 2
Content Areas: Language Arts, Physical Education, Art

Description/Abstract: This is a Thanksgiving-related lesson plan reinforcing the concept of “thankfulness.”  It is anchored by the children’s book, Thank You, Thanksgiving by, David Milgram.  Reading comprehension will be reiterated throughout the following lessons using several different activities.

Timeline: Two 45-minute sessions 

                  Three 60-minute sessions

Content Standards: Nevada English Language Arts Standard (Grade 2 – Reading) 2.2.1:

Identify pre-reading strategies that aid comprehension, such as accessing prior knowledge, predicting, previewing, and setting a purpose.

Nevada English Language Arts Standard (Grade 2 – Reading) 4.2.3: Ask question to gain understanding of important information in text.
Nevada Physical Education Standard (Grade 2) 1.2.1: Understand the vocabulary of simple movement patterns.

Nevada Physical Education Standard (Grade 2) 1.2.3: Identify and respond to cues that enhance skill performance (i.e., when catching “look, reach, and give.”).

Student Objectives:

*Students will describe what they are thankful for, what the protagonist of the read aloud is thankful for, and learn what other students are thankful for, thus expanding their understanding of this concept.

*Students will learn that “thankfulness” is related to the Thanksgiving holiday.

*Students will reinforce their reading, writing, and comprehension skills by completing several activities related to the predictable text of this book.

Resources:
*Thank You, Thanksgiving by, David Milgram

*Chart paper

*Construction paper (red, brown, yellow, orange, black)

*One piece of white poster board and 6 clothespins

*One beanbag or soft fleece ball for every six students

ACTIVITY #1:
Whole Class 

45 minutes

1. Create a large KWL* chart on chart paper visible to all the students.  In column #1 create the heading: “What are you thankful for?” Encourage student discussion and write responses.

2. Show students the cover of Thank You, Thanksgiving and read them the title.

3. In column #2 create the heading: “What do you think you will learn?” Encourage student discussion and write responses.

4. Read the book aloud to the class.

5. Return the student’s attention to the KWL chart and in the last column create the heading: “What did you learn from the book?” Encourage a wrap-up discussion and write responses.

* KWL Chart - http://www.readingquest.org
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ACTIVITY #2:

Part 1
Whole Class

15 minutes

1. Prior to class, print the following song on chart paper making it visible to all the students.

2. Using a pointer, first read through the words.

3. Using a pointer, sing the words alone reminding the students that the tune of this song is the same as Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star.

4. Encourage whole class singing.  Point to each word as they sing the first time or two.

5. Song:

Thank You
“Thank You” are the words we say,

Not just on Thanksgiving Day.

“Thank You” are two magic words.

Say them loud so they are heard!

“Thank You” are the words we say,

We give thanks in many ways! 

· from www.songs4teachers.com
Part 2

Individual Activity

45 minutes

1. Take the following three sentences from Thank You, Thanksgiving but jumble their order:

   * “Thank you pretty clouds.” Rewrite as “you clouds Thank pretty”

   * “Thank you warm boots.”   Rewrite as “warm Thank boots you”

   * “Thank you snow people.”  Rewrite as “snow you people Thank”
(See attachment)

2. Give students one sentence strip at a time to avoid confusion.  Ask them to cut the words apart and glue them on a piece of construction paper using correct syntax.

3. When they have completed one sentence correctly (having it checked by the teacher) then they go on to do the second sentence and so on.

4. Students should read sentences back to the teacher, pointing to each individual word as they read it.  Encourage students to add a period at the end of the sentence and reiterate that the first word of their sentences began with a capital letter.

*Variation - http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=131
ACTIVITY #3:
Whole Class/Individual

60 minutes

1. Begin by singing the Thank You song learned in the last activity as an opening attention-getter.

(Teacher creates construction paper turkey (see attachment) large enough to cover a bulletin board in advance of this activity.  In addition, the teacher will have given each 
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student two large turkey “feathers” that have been drawn on construction paper.  The students can cut these out after the writing lesson.)

2. Focus the students’ attention on the turkey (featherless) bulletin board and ask “What is missing from this turkey?”  “Feathers” will be the answer!  Next, tell the students that they are to follow you in printing “Thank you for______________” on each feather.  (Teacher may want to use the overhead to model correct spelling).

3. Each student will fill in the blank with their own words.  Have the students bring up their “feathers” and attach them to the turkey bulletin board.  When everyone has completed the activity read aloud to the whole class the many “Thanks” that have been created.  – Variation- http://www.kinderart.com/seasons/thankfulturkey.shtml
ACTIVITY #4:
Teams of 6 students each

45 minutes

Physical Education Activity

1. This game is called THANKS.
2. Set up large pieces of paper with 1 letter on each piece to spell “THANKS.”  Place polyspots on the floor for throwers to stay behind.

3. The object is to throw the fleece ball (or beanbag) at the “T.”  Once students have hit the “T” they move down to the “H” and so on to hit every letter and spell out the word “Thanks.”

4. The first team to  –                   http://www.pecentral.org/lessonideas/PrintLesson.asp?ID=1249
ACTIVITY #5:
Whole Class/Individual                       

60 minutes

1. The teacher draws a large circle on poster board, dividing it into 6 “slices” (just like a pie chart).  Write the following 6 sentences, each in its own “slice,” on the circle:

    a. What does the main character look like?

    b. Name 5 things she says “Thank you” to.                          

    c. What holiday is she celebrating?                                                    

    d. What kind of pie is she having?

    e. How many people are in her family?

2. Each student should have a piece of lined paper.  

3. Tell the students that you will be reading Thank You, Thanksgiving one last time and you need them to listen carefully.  Pre-read all of the questions on the wheel in advance of reading the book.  Ask them to raise their hand when you have read something that answers a question from the wheel.

4. When a question is answered, stop reading and allow the students time to write the answer on their papers.  Place a clothespin on each wheel slice question that has been answered.

5. Finally when all are finished, tell the students that you would like them to draw a picture of themselves walking to buy whipped cream for their family’s pumpkin pie and seeing something that they “thank” for making their lives better.
