Main Idea and Details Lesson Plan

Teacher:  Katrina Eckery

Subject:  Reading

Grade: 3

Standard: 2.3.4

Objective:  TLW identify the main idea and details of a reading selection.

Materials:  SmartBoard



computer



website for main idea and details on favorites for easy access

Brief Description:  TLW interact with the main idea webpage via the SmartBoard to learn how to find the main idea and details of a selection.  TLW then demonstrate their knowledge of main idea and details by creating a Kite Tail.

Lesson:

I. The teacher will display the webpage http://www.manatee.k12.fl.us/sites/elementary/Palmasola/rcmi1.htm and lead the students through the interactive tutorial.

II. The teacher will display the webpage http://www.rhlschool.com/read6n4.htm and lead the students through the short quiz on main idea.  The teacher will also explain that the other information in each reading selection is called the details.  These pieces of information tell more about the main idea.

III.  The teacher will display the webpage http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/book_buddy/rosie/skill_pre.html and lead the students in making Kite Tails from the reading passages there.  Students must pick one of the four topics listed on the webpage about which to make their kite.  Each student must have one construction paper kite, a long piece of yarn, and three construction paper ribbons.  Students will also need markers, scissors, pencils, and glue.  Once the students pick a topic, the teacher will lead the class in reading the passages one by one.  Then, the students will choose which sentence is the main idea of the passage.  When the correct main idea has been chosen, the students will write that sentence on their kites.  Then, the teacher will lead them in the identification of three details.  One detail will be written on each ribbon.  Then, the kite can be decorated and assembled.  The teacher needs to do this for all four topics so students can make their kite about the topic they chose.  
Assessment:  The teacher will use the worksheet on  http://www.edhelper.com/language/reading_comprehension_skills1.html to assess the students.  The teacher will also be able to assess the students understanding of main idea by the quality of work that is on their Kite Tail.
