Elapsed Time Lesson Plan
Teacher:  Katrina Eckery

Subject:  Math

Grade: 3

Standard: 3.3.6

Objective:  TLW identify and correctly calculate elapsed time in hour units.

Materials:  SmartBoard



computer



website for elapsed time on favorites for easy access



dry erase markers, board, and wipes for each student

Brief Description:  TLW interact with the elapsed time webpage via the SmartBoard to learn what elapsed time is and how to calculate elapsed time in hour increments.  TLW then demonstrate their knowledge using their white boards in conjunction with the SmartBoard.

Lesson:

I. Review of Prior Knowledge

a. The teacher will display the webpage www.shodor.org/interactive/activities/ClockWise.  The clock on display begins at 12:00 a.m.  The teacher will point out the hour hand (blue) and the minute hand (red).  The teacher will review that the hour hand tells what hour it is and the minute hand tells what minute it is.  The teacher will review the concepts of a.m. and p.m. as well.

b. The teacher will remind students that there are 60 minutes in one hour.  The teacher will set the clock movement setting to slow and then type in the time 1:00.  The teacher will click on “Show Time” and the minute hand will rotate on the clock until the clock shows 1:00.  The teacher will restate that the minute hand just moved 60 minutes, which is one hour.  

c. The teacher will tell the students that 60 minutes (one hour) is one full circle around the clock.  The teacher will demonstrate that by typing in 2:00 and clicking on “Show Time.”  The teacher will then type in 2:30 to prepare the clock for the next visual.  The teacher will explain that even when the minute hand is on the 6, it must make a full circle around the clock for an hour to pass.  The teacher will then type in 3:30 and click “Show Time” to demonstrate this to the students.  The teacher must reemphasize that one hour is one full circle around the clock, from wherever it started to that same point.  The teacher will demonstrate this several more times using :15, :30, :45, and :00 points on the clock.

II. New Information

a. The teacher will introduce the key vocabulary work “elapsed time” by writing it on the board, saying it, having the students say it, defining it, and having the students define it orally to someone seated near them.  Elapsed time is how much time passes from the start of an activity to the end of that activity.  

b. The teacher will give several examples of elapsed time that are relevant to students and who the elapsed time on the SmartBoard.  

i. The teacher will say, “The movie started at 5:00 p.m. and ended at 7:00 p.m.  How long was the movie?”

ii. The teacher will type in 5:00 p.m. and click “Show Time.”  The clock will go to 5:00 p.m.

iii. Have the students formulate an answer in their minds and write it on their white boards.

iv. The teacher will type in 7:00 p.m. and click “Show Time.”  The teacher will lead the class in counting the hours from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to come up with the correct answer of 2 hours.
Assessment:  The teacher will follow the same procedure using several more examples from events that are relevant to the students.  The teacher will vary the start time so that the activity begins on :15, :30, :45, and :00 so that the students can continue to see that an hour of time is a full circle around the clock starting from any point on the clock.  The students will continue to use their white boards to answer the elapsed time questions posed by the teacher.  The teacher can informally assess who has a complete understanding of elapsed time to the hour and who needs more practice.

Extension:  The teacher can complete a variation of the same lesson, beginning at times other than the :15, :30, :45, and :00.  The teacher can move to elapsed time in hour and a half units, or other variations of that concept.

