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       Author Study: Kevin Henkes     
	Name
	Katie DuBois (7-4-2007)

	State
	Illinois

	Grade Level
	First Grade

	Subject
	Language Arts

	Content Standards
	State Goal 1 Read with understanding and fluency.
* 1.C.1c Make comparisons across reading selections. 
* 1.C.1e Identify how authors and illustrators express their ideas in text and graphics (e.g., dialogue, conflict, shape, color, characters).

	Lesson Title
	Meet Kevin Henkes and His Characters

	Lesson Overview
	This lesson will be the beginning of the first author study of the school year.  Students will be introduced to author and illustrator Kevin Henkes.  Students will become familiar with some of the characters in his books and will make comparisons across reading selections by this author.

	Learning Objectives
	Students will:

· Be introduced to author and illustrator Kevin Henkes

· Explore many of Kevin Henkes’ children’s picture books

· Explore Kevin Henkes’ website to research more about his life

· Listen to books read aloud that were written and illustrated by Kevin Henkes

· Compare and contrast two of Kevin Henkes children’s books using a Venn Diagram

· Draw and write about a personal connection to the text 



	Materials
	· Computers with internet access and large presentation monitor
· Kevin Henkes’ website: http://www.kevinhenkes.com/
· Kevin Henkes’ picture books, including Wemberly Worried and Jessica
· Venn Diagram template found at Education World
· Chart paper and markers

· Paper, crayons, and a pencil (per student)

	Plan for Instruction
	· Ask students who their favorite author is and listen to student responses

· Share with students that my favorite author and children’s book illustrator is Kevin Henkes

· Briefly hold up and share the titles of many of Kevin Henkes books

· Ask students if his illustrations look familiar or if they have ever heard any of his books read aloud

· Direct student attention to the large presentation monitor (TV) attached to a classroom computer and bring up Kevin Henkes’ website
· Share biographical information about Kevin Henkes and explore the website with students, introducing students to some of Kevin Henkes’ characters

· Bring students back to the carpet area and ask students to share something that they learned about Kevin Henkes (create a list as students share)

· Next read two Kevin Henkes books, Wemberly Worried (summary: A young mouse is worried about everything, especially going to school and being lonely.  Then Wemberly goes to school and makes a friend and her worries disappear.) and Jessica (summary: A little girl relies on her imaginary friend to keep her company as she nervously attends the first day of school.  Then she makes a new friend named Jessica and doesn’t need her imaginary friend anymore).

· Using an enlarged copy of the Venn diagram found at Education World, have students compare and contrast the characters, themes, and events from Jessica and Wemberly Worried. (Students will share their responses as the teacher fills in the Venn diagram.)
· Ask students to think about how they felt on their first day of school. Ask students if they can make a connection to their own life about how they felt on the first day of school and how Wemberly and Ruby felt.

· Ask students to draw a picture to show how they felt on their first day of school.

· Finally ask students to write one word to describe how they felt on their first day of school.

· Allow students time to share their pictures, words, and connections to the text with the group when they are finished.

· If time permits, allow students to explore Kevin Henkes’ website on their own or complete some of the printable activities or online games/activities provided on the website.

	Assessment
	· Teacher will monitor student participation in the discussion and completion of the Venn diagram.
· Teacher will evaluate student pictures to make sure that students followed directions.

· Teacher will read the word students chose to make sure that it fits the purpose of the assignment.


