Topic: ABC book on Rocks and Minerals, also Earthquakes and Volcanoes (can be used for any topic in any subject)

Subject: Science and Language Arts

Time: About 2 weeks

Materials Needed: Science notebook, 16 laptops and 4 desk top computers, library books, Internet, pencil, ABC final project books bound already

Objectives:

1) Students will use the Internet to find related vocabulary words and definitions for the Rock and Mineral Unit, including Earthquakes and Volcanoes.

2) Students will learn facts from opinions in their research and using reliable sources only

3) Students will express and interpret information to create an ABC book.

4) Students will present precise and complete descriptions of the vocabulary words and drawing pictures to show understanding.

5) Students will become more familiar with ABC books by reading several in small groups.

Procedures: Day 1

1) I will explain in full detail the goals and expectations of the ABC book. We have already been studying this unit for 3 weeks so they have gained background knowledge. 

2) Twenty students will be assigned to a computer and guided to use the search engine-TEOMA. This is a new search engine for the students. I have the assistants of my technology aide helping with questions. The other ten students will be using textbooks and library references to help start their research project.

3) As students find vocabulary words that would fit the letter they are looking for, they will keep a running list in their science notebooks. Students should gather at least 3 words for each letter so they have a choice when they go to work on the book. They need to spell the word correctly and know what it means so students are encouraged to take notes as they research.

4) We will rotate the computers every ½ hour so each student’s gets a chance the first day. 

Day 2, 3, and 4

1) The second day we will continue the research on the computers as we did on day one.

2) Continue research until every student has 3 words for all 26 letters of the alphabet. They can use the computers and reference books as much as they want

Day 5

1) Organize information and share the collection of vocabulary words found. 

2) Go over the meaning of the words and check spellings

    Day 6

1) Students should pick their favorite word out of the three choices and highlight them. 

2) Once they have their words, students need to make sure that they have precise and correct information on each word.

Day 7, 8, 9, 10

1) Have students start designing the final copy of the ABC book on the books that are pre made for them. They will have 4 days of solid work time in science and language arts to complete the activity. Students will focus on the presentation (neatness, coloring, drawings), word choice, and handwriting in the book. Everything should be done to the best of their ability and they should challenge themselves 

2) I will grade these ABC books using a rubric that I made at the website: 4teachers.com.

3) Students will also share their ABC books with small groups and maybe another classroom to show what they learned.

