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Along the Oregon Trail
The “great migration” on the Oregon Trail began in 1843 when many adventurous and brave pioneers left their homes and followed the 2,00O mile journey across mountains, plains, valleys, and rivers to Oregon Country. 

Follow the links below to learn all about the difficult journey. You may type your answers directly into the packet. Make sure your detailed answers are in your own words and in complete sentences. Once you have completed the webquest and proofread your work for errors, please print the packet and turn it in. 
Background and general information about the Oregon Trail
Use the following site to gather some facts about the Oregon Trail:

http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Introduction.html
1. How did the Oregon Trail open the west to settlers? 
2. An emigrant is a person who is leaving one country for another. Pioneers in the early years of the Oregon Trail were called emigrants because most were leaving the United States to enter the unorganized “Oregon Country.” Who were the first emigrants to make the trip to Oregon in 1836?
3. What did the “great migration” do in 1843?

4. Approximately how many pioneers made the journey west in 1843? About how many made the journey over the history of the trail?
5. Watch the video clip of historian William Hill. What could have happened to Oregon Country had emigrants not established the trail? Do you agree with Hill? Why or why not?
6. What brought an end to the Oregon Trail in 1869? 
Use the following link to answer question 7: http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/routewest.html
7. The first emigrants to Oregon traveled by ship before the trail was established. What were the three reasons the later emigrants to Oregon decided to go the 200 miles by foot?

a.
b.

c.

“Jumping Off”

Use the following site to learn about where the emigrants started their journey: http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Jumpingoff.html
8. What four frontier towns served as “jumping off” places for the Oregon Trail emigrants? If you were an emigrant in 1843, where would you start your long journey? Why?
Preparing for the Journey
Use the following link to learn how the emigrants prepared themselves for their journey: http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Jumpingoff.html
9. The pioneers had to time their journey well. This often meant waiting for the grass to grow in the spring. Why?
10.  Approximately how many pounds of food would a family of four need to survive the 2,000 mile journey?

11. Why were full loads of flour, bacon, and cast iron stoves scattered along the trail?

Horses, Oxen, or Mules?

Use the following link to find out which animal was the best to use for the difficult journey: http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Power.html
12.  Why were oxen chosen over horses to pull the pioneers’ wagons? 
13.  What was the drawback of using oxen?

14.  Mules were also considered because they were faster than oxen, but many pioneers were reluctant to use them because of their “cantankerous disposition.” What does this mean?  Would you be willing to use a mule instead of oxen? Why or why not?

Provisions for the Journey

Use the following link to learn what provisions the emigrants needed for their journey: http://www.endoftheoregontrail.org/outfit.html
15.  What was the minimum amount of money a pioneer would need in order to prepare for the Oregon Trail journey?
16.  What provisions would the typical emigrant bring on the journey west? About how many pounds would their provisions weigh?
17.  Why did the prices for provisions fluctuate with time and location? How do you think this made the emigrants feel?

18.  Look over the list of provisions provided on the web site. On average, how much would the following items cost in the “jumping off” towns?

a. pair of oxen:

b. covered wagon:

c. frying pan:

d. rifle:

e. flour:

f. bacon:

g. coffee:

Along the Trail: Camping

Use the following link to learn about the emigrants’ daily life on the trail:

http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Camping.html
19.  The emigrants fell into a daily routine. Describe it.

20.  Why did the pioneers circle their wagons at night?

21.  Why was it hard to find fuel for campfires as the trail became more crowded? What was used as a substitute?

22.  On average, how many miles could the wagon train travel per day?
Along the Trail: Hardships
Use the following link to discover the difficulties and hardships the pioneers faced on their journey: http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/hardships.html
You will need to click on the “Chest of Hardships and Challenges” to help answer the questions.
23.  Why did people often walk the trail rather than ride in the wagon?
24.  What were some common mistakes emigrants made while traveling the trail?
25.  What sort of weather would the emigrants face on the 4-6 month journey to Oregon Country?

26.  The pioneers had to face many diseases along the way. Give a brief description of the following:

a. Cholera:

b. Head and body lice:
c. Malaria:

d. Scurvy:

Along the Trail: Mapping the Journey

Use the link to follow the journey the emigrants made along the Oregon Trail:
http://www.historyglobe.com/ot/otmap1.htm. You will need to click on the map’s landmarks to help you answer the questions.

27.  Before Independence was a “jumping off” town for the emigrants, what contributed to its success?
28.  How did Courthouse Rock and Jailhouse Rock get their names?

29.  Why was Chimney Rock important to the pioneers? What happened to the trail after Chimney Rock?

30.  Who originally started Fort Laramie? Why was the fort important to pioneers along the trail?
31.  How did Independence Rock help the travelers know if they were on schedule?
32.  How did emigrants use the bubbling pools of carbonated water found in Soda Springs?
33.  What happened to some pioneers and animals after drinking the carbonated water?

34.  Why did early emigrants abandon their wagon at Fort Hall? How did Dr. Whitman make it easier for them after 1843?

35.  Why was the Whitman Mission the site of one of the worst tragedies along the trail? If you were thinking about taking the journey on the Oregon Trail, would hearing about the Whitman massacre make you reconsider? Why or why not?

36.  Once the pioneers reached The Dalles they had a perilous journey down the Columbia River. What do you think perilous means?

37.  The Barlow Toll Road opened in 1845. How did this offer the pioneers an alternative to rafting down the river?
38.  Oregon City was the final stop for many emigrants. What did they do once they reached this final destination?
Along the Trail: Native Americans

Use the following link to learn about Native Americans along the trail:

http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Native.html
39.  What tribes did the emigrants encounter along the trail?
40.  In what ways did the Native Americans help the pioneers?

41. Why did many tribes become impoverished within a few years of the great migration?

42.  Imagine you are part of a Native American tribe during the great migration. How would you feel about the emigrants traveling on your homeland? Would you be willing to help them? Why or why not?
Along the Trail: Fantastic Facts
Use the following link to read about some strange and unusual Oregon Trail facts:

http://www.isu.edu/%7Etrinmich/Facts.html
43.  Choose two of the “Fantastic Facts” and write a brief summary. Feel free to read them all, but you only need to report on two.

a.

b.

Congratulations! You have just completed your Internet journey along the trail. Using what you have learned, write a paragraph telling whether or not you would have been adventurous enough to make the 2,000 mile journey along the historic Oregon Trail in 1843. Use details and facts you learned during the webquest to enhance your paragraph.
