Jane Ricordati
Oregon Trail

 Lesson Plan and Activities 

Grade: 5

Subject: social studies 
Lesson Alignment: The lesson aligns to Illinois Goal 16 which states: Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations. The goal lists many historical eras to cover and among them is national expansion from 1815 to 1850. Benchmark 16.D.2a further states: Describe the ways in which participation in the westward movement affected families and communities.
Lesson objectives: 
· Students will learn about the “great migration” of 1843 
· Students will learn about the pioneer experience on the Oregon Trail by completing an Internet webquest,
Materials:

· Webquest packet (distributed to each student through the network)

· Student copies of the follow-up activities
Pre-lesson activity: Before going to the Computer Lab to complete the 
webquest, my students and I will have already briefly discussed and read about the Oregon Trail in our social studies textbook. 
Lesson: Oregon Trail Webquest
The webquest will be completed at the computer lab. Through the school network, I will electronically distribute the activity packet to each student. They will be responsible for completing it as they move through the webquest. Students will need three or four computer periods (30 minutes each) to research and complete the packet. Those who finish early can work on one of two follow-up activities. Those who need more time can use the four classroom computers during independent reading.
Prior to beginning the Oregon Trail webquest, I will remind my students how to navigate between the packet and the Internet sites. As this activity will not occur until the spring, my students already have had experience with similar activities and will only need a brief review.

Students will be expected to complete the entire packet. They are responsible for proofreading their packet for content, spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Each question should be answered in complete, detailed sentences. Upon completion, students will turn in their packets to be graded.
Follow-Up Activities:

Students will have two follow-up activities to choose from once they have completed the webquest. One is a creative writing activity (“An Oregon Trail Diary”) and one is a math activity (“Provisions for the Oregon Trail”). Each of these Word documents should be copied and distributed to students, so they can decide which one they would like to complete.
Resources used in this lesson:
“All About the Oregon Trail” (http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Allabout.html)

“End of the Oregon Trail” (http://www.endoftheoregontrail.org/mambo/)

“Oregon Trail Diary” (http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/Social_Studies/US_History/USH0016.html)

“Oregon Trail Thinkquest” (http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0210182/)

