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Lesson Plan

Lesson Summary:

In this lesson students will create a Power Point presentation summarizing their knowledge of the founding leader(s), geographic origin, important goals, guidelines, major holidays or observances, traditions, and other noteworthy information of Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, and Islam.  

Special Note:  Parts of this lesson are adapted from a lesson on Belief Systems from the Ohio Department of Education.

Pre-Assessment:

Students will complete the Pre-Assessment.  Instruct students to read the terms in the word box and then create groups of words that are related.

Students should group the following words together:

· Buddhism, Four Noble Truths, Middle Way, Nirvana

· Christianity, Jesus, New Testament, Bible

· Judaism, Israel, Moses, Hebrew

· Hinduism, Reincarnation, Vishnu, Brahma

· Islam, Mecca, Five Pillars, Muslim

Post-Assessment:

Students will complete a Power Point presentation.

Scoring Guidelines:

Use the rubric provided.

Instructional Procedures:

1. Administer the Pre-Assessment.  In introducing the lesson, emphasize that we study belief systems because it helps us to understand cultures and to respect other religions.

2. Explain that the class will be divided into groups to research a religion.

3. Divide the class into five cooperative groups and assign a religion (Buddhism, Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam) to each group.

4. Distribute the Religions of the World Summary Notes to each student.  Students will work in groups using their textbooks, reference books from school media center, and online sources to locate information.  Circulate among groups assisting with note taking, offering guidance, and checking student work for specific examples and details.

5. Use the jigsaw approach to organize new groups with one student from each of the five cooperative groups.  

6. Instruct students to complete the Religions of the World Summary Chart.

7. Students will work in their cooperative groups to create a PowerPoint presentation about the Religions of the World.  The PowerPoint presentation will be created in a template that will be provided.

Online resources will be bookmarked for students to access. The following online resources will be used for research purposes:

http://library.thinkquest.org/28505/
http://www.alltheweb.com/search?cat=img&cs=utf8&q=world+religions&rys=0&itag=crv&_sb_lang=pref  (this is a great source for clip art on the Religions of the World)

http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0113529.html
http://pof.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.omsakthi.org/religions.html
http://www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html  (provides students with various graphs and charts)

http://www.sacred-texts.com/time/origtime.htm (provides students with an interactive time line)

http://www.worldreligions.co.uk/  (image search)

http://wri.leaderu.com/wri-table2/table2.html (provides students with a table in which they can access information)

http://www.noodletools.com/noodlebib/citeone_s.php?style=MLA  (this site will be used to create bibliographies)
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Pre-Assessment

Name:______________________________

Directions:  Carefully read the terms listed in the box.  Use the words to fill in the blanks beside each of the Religions of the World.


Buddhism  

__________________
_________________

__________________

Christianity

__________________
_________________

__________________

Judaism

__________________
_________________

___________________

Hinduism

__________________
_________________

___________________

Islam


__________________
_________________

__________________
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Summary Notes

Directions:  Use your textbook, reference books, and online resources to complete the following information.

Name: ________________________________

Religion: ______________________________

1.Identify the geographic origin of your assigned religion.

2.Identify the founding leader(s) or your assigned religion.

3.Identify and describe any important books or writings.

4.Identify and describe any goals, rewards or ultimate states that followers try to achieve.

5.Identify any rules or guidelines that should be followed.

6.Identify and explain any major holidays or observances.

7.Identify and describe any major traditions.

8.Explain any other interesting information you found.
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Summary Chart

	
	Founding leader(s)
	Geographic origin
	Important books or writings
	Goals, rewards, guidelines
	Major holidays, observances, traditions
	Other noteworthy or interesting information

	Buddhism


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Christianity


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Judaism


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hinduism


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Islam
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Scoring Rubric

Name:_______________________________

	
	1 Point
	2 Points
	3 Points
	4 Points
	a.Self Score

b.Peer Score

c.Teacher Score

	Buddhism
	Student states religion, founding leader(s), and included a picture or clip art representing religion.
	Student states geographic origin, important goals of followers, and/or guidelines.
	Student identifies and explains major holidays or observances, and traditions.
	Student adds other noteworthy or interesting information.
	a._____

b._____

c._____

	Christianity


	Student states religion, founding leader(s), and included a picture or clip art representing religion.
	Student states geographic origin, important goals of followers, and/or guidelines.
	Student identifies and explains major holidays or observances, and traditions.
	Student adds other noteworthy or interesting information.
	a._____

b._____

c._____

	Judaism
	Student states religion, founding leader(s), and included a picture or clip art representing religion.
	Student states geographic origin, important goals of followers, and/or guidelines.
	Student identifies and explains major holidays or observances, and traditions.
	Student adds other noteworthy or interesting information.
	a._____

b._____

c._____

	Hinduism


	Student states religion, founding leader(s), and included a picture or clip art representing religion.
	Student states geographic origin, important goals of followers, and/or guidelines.
	Student identifies and explains major holidays or observances, and traditions.
	Student adds other noteworthy or interesting information.
	a._____

b._____

c._____

	Islam


	Student states religion, founding leader(s), and included a picture or clip art representing religion.
	Student states geographic origin, important goals of followers, and/or guidelines.
	Student identifies and explains major holidays or observances, and traditions.
	Student adds other noteworthy or interesting information.
	a._____

b._____

c._____

	Bibliography
	There is no bibliography.
	There is a bibliography and it is in alphabetical order.
	There is a bibliography, but there are a few mistakes.
	There is a bibliography, with no mistakes.
	a._____

b._____

c._____

	
	
	
	
	Total 
	a._____

b._____

c._____


Comments:
Israel		Five Pillars		Jesus		Nirvana





Moses		Middle Way		Vishnu		Mecca





Bible		Brahma		Hebrew	New Testament





Muslim	Four Noble Truths	Reincarnation








