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Elementary Curriculum on the Web

Project Name:  Journey Through The Holidays Around The World


Time Frame: This project can be easily adjusted to meet your curriculum needs.  This project can take a few days or a couple of weeks depending on the grade level you are teaching and how many holidays you are wanting to include in the student’s journal.  For 1st/2nd  grade I would allow for 2-3 weeks.  


•Equal Opportunity to Participate – each child has their own holiday journal and will make the decisions of what they will include in it for each holiday.  Students will all have time to share/participate during class discussions and have their thoughts heard during read aloud times, etc.

Content Standards:

1st Grade:

   1.5.1 Recognize the ways in which they are all part of the same community, sharing principles, goals, and traditions despite their varied ancestry; the forms of diversity in their school and community; and the benefits and challenges of a diverse population.

   1.5.3 Compare the beliefs, customs, ceremonies, traditions, and social practices of the varied cultures, drawing from folklore.

   2.2 Repsond to who, what, when, where and how questions.

   1.2 Ask questions for clarification and understanding.

   1.4 Stay on topic when speaking.

2nd Grade:

   2.2.3 Locate on a map where their ancestors live(d), telling when the family moved to the local community and how they made the trip.

   2.8 Follow two-step written instructions

   1.9 Report on a topic with supportive facts and details.
Goals:

• Oral Language Development


• Exposure to other cultures/customs/celebrations in our world


• Comprehension Skills


• Following step-by-step directions

Outcomes:


• Having students be able to connect a holiday to their lives somehow.


• Students will learn how to research a holiday(s) using the internet.

Adaptations for ELL:


• Visual aids (connecting the words to the pictures)

• Oral language – feeding students the language
Measurable Objectives:


Each day we learn about a new holiday during our Journey Through the Holidays Around the World project.  Students will complete a page in their journal that includes: an art connection, a summary on the holiday taught, any new findings from their computer research on the holiday.  It is expected that the holiday page will be completed on the day we are learning about it because we will be learning about other holidays on the days to come.  However, if students don’t finish in the allotted time, they can do this during ‘finish work’ time or during their free time.  This is where the student has the ownership of their decision/actions.  If the child decides not to finish during their free time, etc. than the grade on their journal assessment will reflect that choice.  

Real World Connection:


This curriculum will provide many opportunities for students to show evidence of read world connections and practices.


•Collaboration/Team Work – working together in small groups as well as working whole group charting out information about each holiday.  Working together at table groups on their holiday journals.  Students are also working together in the computer lab researching the websites that have been given to them.


• Relating Project & Audience – this project can connect to each child and also teach them about the other children in the classroom and the ways they celebrate holidays.  Because we live in such a diverse and ever growing world this project accepts and celebrates that diversity.  In this project you can encourage parents to come in and talk/share about the holiday they celebrate in their home (have parents cook certain holiday dishes, tell stories, songs, etc.)  This project gives a school/home connection that each child needs.  It’s a project of acceptance – accepting of each and everyone’s differences.

Opportunities for student collaboration and decision making:

     Students Will:


• Class discussions and group brainstorming on each holiday


• Student share out (time for sharing about the holiday each student celebrates in their home)


• Small Group Work – discussion with table group members 


• Computer Researching – choosing which websites to visit


• Art project – students may choose which art project or activity to include in their journal.

     Teacher Will:


• Prep the Holidays Around The World journals


• Introduce web access to students – show them how to go to the websites the teacher has prepared for each holiday


• Read Alouds on the holidays


• Facilitate class discussions and charting holiday information


• Grade/Assess journal when the project is complete.

Activities that integrate technology into your curriculum:


• List for students the websites shown below to explore that connect to the ‘holiday of the day’.  In the computer lab students can explore the holidays and take notes in their journal on anything new they’ve learned from researching online.


• Have students use the KidPix program to create pictures that connect to the ‘holiday of the day’ using the drawing tools.  


• Have students use the Kidspiration program to create a web of all the different holidays using the different tools allowed.

Non technology related activities:


• Art projects in connection to the holidays (see pictures)

• Writing Assignments (have students write about the favorite holiday they’ve learned about)


• Class Discussions

• Class Brainstorms (charting out holiday information)

• Read Alouds in connection to the holidays (books listed below)

Assessment:


Observation / Oral Language / Participation


Final project (Holidays Around the World Journal)

Websites, Projects, and Read Alouds for Some Holidays:

    Hanukkah: 


Arielle and the Hanukkah Surprise by Devra Speregen

http://www.akhlah.com/holidays/hanukkah/hanukkah.php
http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/chanukah
http://www.holidays.net/chanukah
    Kwanzaa:


K is for Kwanzaa by Juwanda Ford

http://www.dltk-holidays.com/kwanzaa/index.htm
http://www.harperchildrens.com/holiday/kwan.htm
http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/kwanzaa
    Germany:


A Cobwed Christmas by Shirley Climo

http://www.californiamall.com/holidaytraditions/traditions-germany.htm
http://theydeserveit.com/christmas-traditions/german-christmas-traditions.html
    China:


Tree of Cranes by Allen Say

http://www.jackiechankids.com/files/Christmas_in_China.htm
http://chinesefood.about.com/od/foodandchineseculture/a/christmas.htm
http://www.theholidayspot.com/christmas/worldxmas/china.htm
    United States:


Santa Cows or Santa Cow Island by Cooper Edens

http://www.techdirect.com/christmas/childrens-christmas.html
http://www.amazingmoms.com/htm/christmas_crafts.htm
http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/xmas
    India


Here Comes Diwali by Meenal Pandya

http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/diwali.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/religion/diwali.htm
    Misc.
http://members.aol.com/MrDonnLessons/Holidays.html
http://falcon.jmu.edu/~ramseyil/holidays.htm
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/lesson213.shtml
http://www.readinga-z.com/newfiles/levels/lesson_plans/t/holidays/holidays_print.html
http://cf20.clusty.com/search?v%3afile=viv_1007%4020%3aoel6XM&v%3aframe=list&v%3astate=root%7cN476&id=N476&action=list&sw=%7cUnits%7cThematic%7c&sec=1218435699
Holiday Information Included in their Journal:


The information below gives a summary about each holiday.  Teachers can make copies of the information for each child so they can paste the information into their journal to be included with the holiday art project and the student’s findings online 

Diwali


Diwali is the festival of lights to celebrate the return of the Hindu god Rama, the rich history of the Hindu culture, and teaches participants to preserve the true values of life.  It is a time to increase love, unity, and harmony in lives, family and society.  Diwali is celebrated for five days during October or November every year.

United States of America 


The word Christmas comes from the words Cristes maesse or “Christ’s Mass”.  On December 24th, Christmas Eve, families come together and enjoy a feast.  Christmas is celebrated on December 25th when we recognize the birth of Jesus.    Christmas is a time to be with friends, family and those you love.  


Christmas is both a holiday and a holy day.  In America it is one of the biggest events of the year (especially for kids), and for members of the Christian religions.  Santa Claus became a figure connected to Christmas.  On Christmas morning he brings toys to all the children of the world.

Mexico

La Posada


In Mexico the holidays begin on December 16th.  The nine day posada processions start and the nativity scenes called Nacimientos, are set up in each home.  The posada is a procession that shows Mary and Joseph looking for a room in the inn before Baby Jesus was born.

On Christmas Eve there is a party with a pinata.  This is filled with candy and toys.  The children are blindfolded and take turns trying to break it with a stick.  When it breaks the children scramble to get the goodies!


The weather is warm at this time in Mexico.  Flowers are used for decorations.  The poinsettias and the Noche-Buena are in blossom.  The poinsettia’s pointed petals represent the Christmas Star.

Sweden

In Sweden the Christmas season begins on December 13th.  The eldest daughter, who plays the role of Saint Lucia, serves coffee and sweet rolls to the family in the morning.  She wears a lighted advent wreath on her head and sings carols. 


“Dipping Day” comes on Christmas Eve.  At this time family gathers in the kitchen and they dip a piece of black bread in hot broth.  This is to bring them good luck in the coming year.  Many years ago there was a famine in Sweden and black bread was the only food people had.

Hanukkah


Hanukkah is the most important winter festival of the Jewish religion.  It is celebrated for eight days.  This holiday honors an event when some Jewish men fought a victorious battle for religious freedom.


Jewish families celebrate by lighting a small Menorah with special candles, saying blessings of thanks to God.  Each evening a candle is lit until all eight candles are burning together.  

Germany

The tannenbaum, or Christmas tree, is a custom that comes from Germany.  A German minister, Martin Luther, saw a little pine tree covered in fresh snow.  He thought the tree would be beautiful if it was decorated and inside the house.  For many years the German people lighted their tree with wax candles and various colors.  

German women spend hours making gifts and the men carve figures from wood and paint them bright colors.  On Christmas Eve the family gathers together to begin the observance of Christma, called the Bescherung.  They light the candles on the tree and the children receive their gifts.
Kwanzaa

Kwanzaa is celebrated for 7 days beginning on December 26th and ending on Januray 1st.  On December 31st a feast is prepared for family and friends. 

Kwanzaa was established in 1966 to provide an opportunity for the African American community to celebrate their heritage and reinforce positive community values.  The word Kwanzaa means “firest fruits of the harvest”.

On each of the seven nights of Kwanzaa, people gather to light the candles and share their thoughts about that day’s principle.  The most joyous of Kwanzaa’s gatherings takes place on December 31, the 6th day of the holiday period.  On that night, a great feast (karamu) is held.  Families and friends gather to eat, drinnk, sing, dance and ready sotries and poems celebrating their cultural heritage.  Everyone sips from the unity cup and many people exchange gifts.

