INT 925 – Bob Jost, Instructor

Module 9 – Project #2

Georgia History – Cherokee & Creek Culture Lesson Plan

Name:  Gwendolyn T. Hicks

State:  Georgia

Grade Level:  2nd
Subject:  Social Studies

Content Standard:  Second Grade students will study important historical figures in Georgia, as well as the Creek and Cherokee cultures in Georgia.  By the end of 2nd Grade, students will be able to:

· Identify and describe the lives of significant figures in Georgia history and show how these figures exhibit positive traits of citizenship.

· Describe the Georgia Creek and Cherokee cultures.

· Describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with historical figures in Georgia and with the Creek and Cherokee people.

Georgia Historical Understandings:

SS2H1 – The students will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in Georgia history.

SS2H2 – The students will describe the Georgia Creek and Cherokee cultures of the past in terms of tools, clothing, homes, ways of making a living, and accomplishments.

Georgia Geographic Understandings:

SS2G2 – The students will describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with the historical figures in SS2H1 and Georgia’s Creek and Cherokee.

Note:  In second grade, the various social studies strands become more woven around the historical strand.  The history strand focuses on important historical figures in Georgia and the Creek and Cherokee cultures in Georgia. (Taken from the Georgia Department of Education website.)
Objectives:  

· The students will learn about the Cherokee and Creek Indians from Georgia.

· The students will learn about important people from this culture.

· The students will learn about the contributions they made to our state’s history.

· The students will be able to identify and describe the lives of significant figures in Georgia history (Cherokee and Creek cultures) and show how these figures exhibit positive traits of citizenship.

· The students will follow (identify) the four major routes that the soldiers used to lead the Cherokee from Georgia and Alabama to Oklahoma (“Trail of Tears”).  

· The students will describe the physical features of the land, the natural resources of the Native Americans and how they traveled.

· The students will create a Native American (Cherokee and Creek) vocabulary with essential terms for the study of Native Americans.

· The students will describe how the Cherokee used natural resources to meet their needs and wants.
· The students will explain how the physical setting of the land hindered the Cherokee on their journey.
Anticipatory Set / Introduction 

Duration: (15 – 20  minutes):

Today, we will begin our study of some very important people in Georgia’s history.  We have read a lot about Native Americans in our history book and for the next few weeks, we will learn more about a specific group of Native Americans… The Cherokee and Creek Indians from Georgia.  We will use our state history, facts and time-lines to accomplish this goal. 

Native Americans were living in North American long before the explorers and settlers came; they were relocated because of wars and treaties with the white settlers.  

We will read stories about the Native Americans that lived in Georgia and the hardships they encountered as they were forced to leave this region and travel to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).  We will use the Internet, U.S. maps, library books, magazines and many other resources to learn more about the Cherokee and Creek Indians.  Some of you will make poster boards, dioramas, books and some will write a short skit.  I will tell you tomorrow which group you will work with.  We will begin our reading tomorrow (or later this week). 

Procedures  

Duration: (4 – 6 weeks):  

· The teacher will study and become knowledgeable about the “Trail of Tears”. 

· After two weeks of reading and studying, the students will create the following:  poster boards (and some dioramas), books and a short skit about the “Trail of Tears”.  They will be given 2 – 4 weeks to complete the project (based on the class / school calendar and the number of students in the class who will make presentations).

· The class will be divided into three groups. Each group will be given a different assignment with detailed written instructions.  The assignments are listed next.

· One group will create individual poster boards (and some dioramas) that will be displayed in the main hallway of the school for public review.  The posters will include pictures and facts that will describe everyday life in the past and / or present (food, clothing, homes (shelter), schools, transportation, communication, recreation, rights, freedoms, etc.).

· One group will create individual books with pictures (printed or hand drawn) and words to describe the same facts as listed above.  A vocabulary of Native Americans terms will be placed in the back of each book. The books will be placed on public display in the school library for a few weeks.  After the books are taken from the library, they will be kept as a part of the 2nd Grade class library for future Social Studies classes.

· One group will create a script about the “Trail of Tears” and the journey of the Cherokee and Creek Indians from Georgia to Oklahoma.  They will make costumes and stage props with the help of the teacher, parents and volunteers.  The short skit will be performed in a chapel program (in front of other elementary students and teachers).

· The teacher will monitor the progress and participation of each student.  The teacher will provide instruction, direction, motivation and encouragement to the students to produce the best project possible.  A checklist will be created and reviewed daily to monitor progress.

Materials Needed:

U.S. maps

Student atlases

Outline map of the USA

Poster boards

Glue, scissors, crayons, markers, color map pencils

Construction paper

Magazines

Pictures (from old magazines and the Internet)

Fabric and patterns for costumes

Computer access for on-line research

Shoebox or other small box for diorama

Craft items such as craft sticks, grass, small fabric swatches, etc.)

Stage props (such as play food, baskets, sticks (wood) for mock camp fire, tepee, etc.)

Fact sheets for study

Library books – books about “The Trail of Tears”.  The students will also read the following books: Two Tickets to Freedom written by Florence B. Freedman and The Trail On Which They Wept. 

Assessment / Evaluation:

The students will be given worksheets and study guides to prepare for a teacher created test.  It will be administered at the conclusion of the lesson.  The components will include the Georgia history of the Cherokee and Creek Indians.  Facts about their everyday life and struggles during “The Trail of Tears” will be included.  They will also receive grades for the completed projects (poster boards and some dioramas, student created books or short skit). The students who prepare bulletin boards, dioramas and books will give an oral report to their classmates. The students who present the short skit will give an oral presentation as they execute their speaking parts.

Future Plans:

The poster boards (and some dioramas), student created books and the short skit, along with the stage props and costumes will be kept in storage for future 2nd Grade Social Studies classes as a reference and / or resource.

Favorite Links:

Please refer to my BOOKMARKS (below) for additional resources!

http://www.cotwcourses.net/elementary/projects/ghicks/cherokee_sites.htm

