Gabrielle Clark
Lesson Plan for INT 925 Elementary Curriculum on the Web

Ohio Reading Standards:

(1) Interpret metaphors and similes to understand new uses of words and phrases in text. (2) Select, create and use graphic organizers to interpret textual information.

Subject:  Reading/Language Arts

Grade level: 6

Grades: Adaptable to fit a poetry class in grades 5-12

Goal: Students should be able to use their knowledge of similes and metaphors and use graphic organizers to promote their appreciation and understanding of poetry. 

Objectives: 
1. Students will be able to interpret similes and metaphors.
2. Students will be able to write similes and metaphors.
3. Students will be able to create and use graphic organizers to help them understand the difference between similes and metaphors.

Procedure:

· Ask the class, “What is figurative language?”

· Write various ideas on the board.

· Collectively come to the following definition:

Figurative language is a tool that an author employs (or uses) to help the reader visualize (or see) what is happening in a story or poem. Some common types of figurative language are: simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, idiom, puns, and sensory language.

· Go to the following site to print a copy of the tree diagram graphic organizer for students:  http://www.enchantedlearning.com/graphicorganizers/tree
· Using the overhead projector, have students take notes of definitions using the following graphic organizer:  Have them write “Figurative Language” at the top of the tree diagram.  Using the following as a reference, have them take notes on the definitions of similes and metaphors in the next two branches of the tree.




THE SIMILE
 simile is a comparison using like or as. It usually compares two dissimilar objects.  For example: His feet were as big as boats. We are comparing the size of feet to boats.  Using the poem below underline all of the similes. Decide which items are being compared.

(Simile)
Willow and Ginkgo

Eve Merriam

The willow is like an etching,

Fine-lined against the sky.

The ginkgo is like a crude sketch,

Hardly worthy to be signed.

The willow’s music is like a soprano,

Delicate and thin.

The ginkgo’s tune is like a chorus
With everyone joining in.

 

The willow is sleek as a velvet-nosed calf;

The ginkgo is leathery as an old bull.

The willow’s branches are like silken thread;

The ginkgo’s like stubby rough wool.

 

The willow is like a nymph with streaming hair;

Wherever it grows, there is green and gold and fair.

The willow dips to the water,

Protected and precious, like the king’s favorite daughter.

 

The ginkgo forces its way through gray concrete;

Like a city child, it grows up in the street.

Thrust against the metal sky,

Somehow it survives and even thrives.

My eyes feast upon the willow,

But my heart goes to the ginkgo.

 

THE METAPHOR
 

A metaphor states that one thing is something else. It is a comparison, but it does NOT use like or as to make the comparison.

For example: Her hair is silk. The sentence is comparing (or stating) that hair is silk.

· Students should then fill in the last four squares on their tree by turning to a partner and coming up with 2 similes of their own and 2 metaphors of their own.

· Share examples with the class.  

· Concluding activity – Using Kidspiraton or Inspiration software, have students create their own graphic representation of the similarities and differences between similes and metaphors.

 

 

