Lesson Plans  -  Geography
First Grade
State Standard:  (Ohio) Students use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world.
Objectives:    
1.Students will identify and correctly use terms for location, direction and distance; left/right, near/far, and cardinal directions. 
2.Students will identify and use symbols to locate places of significance on maps/globes. 
3.Students will locate the local community, state, and the U.S. on maps/globes. 
E M I O N T E N T S TA N D 
Materials:  (SB)SmartBoard, book: Mapping Penny’s World, handout for making compass rose, Google Earth, Enchanted Learning booklets, various SB slides, district assessments.  
Methods of Process:  

Lesson 1 – 
1.Take students on a walk outside or in school building; discuss which direction we’re heading; assess their knowledge of cardinal directions and near/far; left/right.
2. Read book selection about maps and location words: Mapping Penny’s World. (http://blog.richmond.edu/openwidelookinside/archives/339ce) 
Discuss cardinal direction words (north, south, east, west); write words on board and discuss spelling of them.  In room, post large directional words on appropriate walls for reference. 

3. Discuss what a compass rose is and what a real one is used for.  Show image of one from web on smartboard.  Each student makes a compass rose and practices pointing it to appropriate direction with teacher.  Teach students phrase to remember where direction words go on compass rose.  “Never Eat Soggy Waffles.”  Take compass outside and practice this too. 

Look up and create compass:

http://stufffromthelab.files.wordpress.com/2007/10/compassrose.jpg
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/geography/printouts/compassrose.shtml
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/tv/printables/orange/ss-3.pdf
Practice: 
Whole class -
Play these interactive games to practice using cardinal directions with class on SB.
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/activities/02/popup/orient.html http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/games/inverseoperations/
Play game naming where cardinal direction words go:
http://www.tldsb.on.ca/Schools/GrandviewPS/Room_108/directions/tutor.html
Assessment/Evaluation:
Teacher observations of students during activities using cardinal directions in activities.  Reteach if necessary.
Lesson 2  - 
1. Ahead of time prepare a SB slide of classroom without any furniture in it.  Add movable symbols for furniture and a compass rose below the map.  
2. Discuss maps with class and what we use them for and who uses them.  Show real maps for car travel.  List uses students brainstorm on SB.  Show students map of Ohio on SB: http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/ohio.shtml  Then discuss what we see on the maps that let us know where the places are.  Find symbols and identify on real map from enchanted learning site.
3.  Pull up slide of classroom map on SB and have students slide furniture to appropriate places on map.  Discuss symbols being small and simple. 
Keep this slide and let students periodically practice placing symbols in correct places.  Let all students have turns.  

Practice – 
Whole class:   

SB -Students practice making different areas by placing the symbols in appropriate places.  http://pbskids.org/rogers/R_house/build.htm#hold
SB -Students play this game locating map symbols on a map grid.

http://www.mrsbogucki.com/cgi-bin/quiz.pl?FILE=mapping
Evaluation – 
Observe students as they work and play games for understanding.

Students independently create a class paper map gluing paper symbols in correct locations, collect. 

Lesson 3 –

1.Tell students we have friends coming from outer space and they want to visit us in our school in Dresden, Ohio.  There is one problem; they don’t have any maps and don’t know how to find us.  What can we do to help them find us?  On SB, pull up Google Earth, and show U.S. map, then zoom in on Ohio map, then zoom in on Dresden, Ohio.  While looking at Ohio map, reinforce symbols skills from lesson 2.  While on Google Earth, explore some of features with students. 
2. Print a copy of booklet for each student from the enchanted learning site:   http://www.enchantedlearning.com/books/geography/whereilive/,
“Where I Live”, read the booklet and complete activities given to help students narrow down from the big picture to the small picture of where they live. 
Practice – 

Prior to lesson obtain small outline of Ohio to fit and drag onto U.S. map and a symbol for Dresden to do the same.  Open the U.S. map from the given site below on the SB, students take highlighter pen from SB and trace the outline of the U.S.  

Then have a student drag Ohio outline map onto U.S. map to show where Ohio is in relation to U.S.

Finally, a student drags the Dresden symbol to area on U.S./Ohio map where it would be found.    
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/americas/north_america_ref_2000.jpg
Continue practicing this and giving all students a chance to participate. 
Whole class:

Students play this PBS game in which they become familiar with other states in the U.S. and states around Ohio while also learning facts about states.  

http://pbskids.org/buster/games/wheresbuster/index.html
Evaluation:

Observe students during activities to check for understanding of skills.

Given a paper map of the U.S., students will be able to find Ohio on the map and color the state of Ohio. (district assessment)
