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Introduction to Rocks – Third Grade

Module 9 Project #2 INT 925

Introduction to Rocks

Standard: 5.8 Earth’s Properties and Materials
1. Observe that most rocks and soils are made of several substances or minerals.
2. Observe and describe rocks and soil.

Objectives:  
Students will be able to identify the three types of rocks.



Students will be able to describe characteristics of each type of rock.


Students will be able to compare and contrast rocks.



Students will be able to understand and know the rock cycle.

Procedure:

1. Students will be introduced to their new Unit of Study.  Students will be told that for the next two weeks they will be involved in a series of lessons that teach them about rocks and minerals.

2. Students will be given the Unit vocabulary list with key terms that they will be taught throughout the course of the unit.    

3. Students will be provided with the following sites, which they can use to define their vocabulary words:

http://www.rocksforkids.com/RFK/glossary.htm
· This site will help with definitions and useful facts.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_(geology)
· The Rock Cycle

http://www.rocksforkids.com/RFK/glossary.htm
· Students will use this website to learn a rock cycle song: http://www.proteacher.com/cgi-bin/outsidesite.cgi?id=8130&external=http://www.chariho.k12.ri.us/curriculum/MISmart/ocean/rocksong.htm&original=http://www.proteacher.com/110073.shtml&title=Rock%20Cycle%20Song
· Great Site for All Rocks and Minerals

http://www.rocksforkids.com/RFK/TableofContents.html
They will use these sites to begin their own study notes science notebooks.
4. Students will then go in pairs to the classroom computers to complete their Rocks and Mineral Vocabulary words.
Closure/Assessment:  Students will hand in completed unit vocabulary definitions, teacher observation, and verbal Q and A and complete a word search for homework with their new vocabulary words.

Materials:  Working classroom computers, printed sheet of unit words, science notebooks, word search and pencils.
ROCKS UNIT VOCABULARY

You will be responsible for knowing each of these vocabulary words.  Each night during the unit please read and review these words.  We will add to this list as the need arises and we cover new material.  You will be tested on these words at the end of the unit.

1. sedimentary – 

2. metamorphic –  

3. igneous –  

4. mineral–  

5. rock cycle–  

6. erosion –  

7. fossil –  

8. rock- 

9. crystal – 

10. Earth’s crust-
Possible Following Activities

· Read books about rocks and minerals.

· Review each type of rock.

· Have students research on the websites characteristics of each rocks then make a whole class chart to show all responses.
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· Illustrate a picture to show the rock cycle.

· Sort rocks into the three types ( I have rocks for each three from a kit I ordered)

· In small groups make a power point presentation and invite parents in.

· Go to the Franklin Mineral Mine, Franklin New Jersey ( we will be going at the end of April)

These activities would come next:
· Introduce minerals and crystals
· Introduce fossils

· Have students make their own fossils
