Autobiography Unit
Projected Time Total: 6-7 Days

Lesson 1

Designed For Special Education

Grade Level: 3rd -5th grade

Subject: Language Arts- Writing
Content Standard Addressed:  Writing Process Standard
(Students’ writing develops when they regularly engage in the major phases of the writing process. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing and publishing. They learn to plan their writing for different purposes and audiences.  They learn to apply their writing skills in increasingly sophisticated ways to create and produce compositions that reflect effective word and grammatical choices. Students develop revision strategies to improve the content, organization and language of their writing. Students also develop editing skills to improve writing conventions. – Taken from the Ohio Content Standards)
Projected Time Period for Lesson 1:  2-3 days
Objectives:
· Students will learn to write an Autobiography Poem.
· Students will edit their work.
· Students will peer edit their work.

· Students will compose a final draft.

· Students will read their work aloud to the class.
Materials:

1. First Day Jitters By Julie Danneberg

2. Sample of an Autobiography Poem read to students and a copy for them to look at
3. Sheets with the form of the poem on it for each student and the formula written on the blackboard
4. Photograph of each student or a self portrait
5. paper

6. pencils

Introduction Procedures: 

1. Begin by introducing the book First Day Jitters By Julie Danneberg.  Talk to the students about how they feel on the first day of school.  Talk about the cover of the book and have the students make predications about what they think will happen in the book.  Read the book aloud to students stopping periodically to check for comprehension by asking questions.

2. When finished reading the book, discuss what happened.  Were they surprised about the ending?...

3. Talk to students about how it is the first week of school and that we all want to learn as much as we can about everyone in the classroom.  Discuss ways to do that.  Introduce the Autobiography Unit.  Tell students that we will be composing poems and publishing a story about themselves called an autobiography.

Autobiography Poem Procedures:

1. Explain about Autobiography poems.  Share examples.

Jaime 
Happy, nice, friendly, kind 
Daughter of Sarah and Mike 
Lover of my parents, dog, and reading 
Who feels summer is too short, school's great and bedtime comes too early 
Who fears being bitten by a dog, being thrown off a horse, and getting an F on a test 
Who would like to see Hawaii, the pyramids, and Disneyland 
Resident of Burnside Way, Stockton, California, USA 
Smith

2. Give students a copy of the form below and put it on the board. Walk students through each line, having them fill in one section at a time. I will create a poem about myself on the board while explaining the format. 

_______________________ 

(First Name of Student) 

________, __________, __________, __________ 

(Four adjectives to describe yourself) 

Son or daughter of ____________________ 

Lover of _____________, ___________, ______________ 

Who feels ___________, ___________, ______________ 

Who fears ___________, _____________, _______________ 

Who would like to see ______________, _______________, _____________ 

Resident of ____________________________________ 

(Street, town, state, country) 

________________ 

(Last Name) 

_______________________ 

(First Name of Student) 

________, __________, __________, __________ 

(Four adjectives to describe yourself) 

Son or daughter of ____________________ 

Lover of _____________, ___________, ______________ 

Who feels ___________, ___________, ______________ 

Who fears ___________, _____________, _______________ 

Who would like to see ______________, _______________, _____________ 

Resident of ____________________________________ 

(Street, town, state, country) 

________________ 

(Last Name) 

3. When students are finished, remind them to edit their work.
4. Then they may trade papers with a peer and edit their peer’s poem.
5. When their papers have been edited, students will bring their papers to me and I will do the final editing and then tell students to write their final draft.  I will provide the final draft paper for them.
6. I will mount students' poems with either a photograph that I took of the student or with a self-portrait drawn by the student.
7. Students will share their finished work with their peers by reading it aloud to the class.
Autobiography Unit

Lesson 2

Designed For Special Education

Grade Level: 3rd -5th grade

Subject: Language Arts- Writing
Content Standard Addressed:  Writing Process Standard
(Students’ writing develops when they regularly engage in the major phases of the writing process. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing and publishing. They learn to plan their writing for different purposes and audiences.  They learn to apply their writing skills in increasingly sophisticated ways to create and produce compositions that reflect effective word and grammatical choices. Students develop revision strategies to improve the content, organization and language of their writing. Students also develop editing skills to improve writing conventions. – Taken from the Ohio Content Standards)
Projected Time Period for Lesson 2:  4 Days
Objectives:
· Students will use a graphic organizer to brainstorm ideas they will include in their autobiography.
· Students will develop a rough draft by organizing their ideas into paragraphs and will use peer editing to receive feedback on their rough draft.
· Students will write a final draft using feedback from peers and self-correcting techniques learned in class and will create their autobiography in Word using a computer. 
· Students will demonstrate mastery of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and organization skills in final draft.
· Students will read their autobiographies to the class.
Materials:

· paper

· pencil

· computer

· Graphic organizer for students (Idea Organizer)
· Editing rubric for students to use in peer editing (objectives match the objectives listed above)
· Computers with Microsoft Word and ClipArt 
· Digital camera
· Printer
· Construction paper
· Book binding materials such as yarn and a hole punch
Autobiography Procedure

Introduction- I will begin the lesson by explaining that an autobiography is the story of a person written by that person.  I will remind the students of the poems that they have already written and how those correspond to this project.  I will then explain to my students that they are each going to publish their own book about themselves. I will take a digital picture of each student so that it can be added to his or her story.
Day 1: I will help students brainstorm ideas about information they could include in their autobiographies. I will record all ideas mentioned by the students on the board. The class will organize the information into categories. I will give each student a copy of the graphic organizer. Students will choose five categories they wish to include in their autobiography and put their information in the graphic organizer. Then the students will begin writing a rough draft using the information in their graphic organizers. 

Day 2: The students will use the first ten minutes of class to complete the rough draft of their autobiography. I will pair up the students and have them read and discuss each other's autobiographies. Then the students will trade papers with their partner.  They will then peer edit their partner’s paper.  For the remainder of the class time and for homework, the students will rewrite their autobiography making the corrections and additions suggested in the editing meetings.

Day 3: I will divide the students into groups of two again, this time pairing students with someone different. The students will have fifteen minutes to conference with one another about their autobiographies and whether they are coherent and well organized. After fifteen minutes the students will use the remainder of the class time to make corrections and write the final draft of their autobiography. If the assignment is not completed in class, the students will complete the final draft for homework.

Day 4: I will have the students get on the computers in my classroom to begin working on typing the autobiographies. Students will type from the final draft they have written. Before beginning work on the computer, I will remind students that the autobiography is to be typed in paragraph form. The students will use this time on the computers to complete the typed version of their autobiography. After they have finished typing, I will check to make sure the format is correct. I will show the students the process of inserting a picture into their document.  Then I will lead the students in inserting their picture that I took of them earlier at the top of each student's story. The students may then add pictures from Clip Art to their story.   After pictures are added and the story is completed, the students will print their autobiographies. Then the students will use construction paper to create a cover for their book.  Finally they will “bind” their book together to create a published autobiography.  Then the students will each read their autobiographies to the class.   The students and I will discuss the types of information included in the stories and decide whether anything new has been learned from them.
Assessment Based On Objectives: 

I will assess the autobiography using the rubric. It is the same rubric students used earlier to assess each other's work.

