Dawn Monteleone: INT 925 Project 2

State: Ohio

Grade Level: 7th Grade

Subject: Science

Content Standard:  Life Sciences

2. Investigate how organisms or populations may interact with one another through symbiotic relationships and how some species have become so adapted to each other that neither could survive without the other (e.g., predator-prey, parasitism, mutualism, and commensalism).

Topic:  Symbiotic Relationships

Objective:  Students will  investigate how organisms or populations may interact with one another through symbiotic relationships and how some species have become so adapted to each other that neither could survive without the other (e.g., predator-prey, parasitism, mutualism and commensalism).

Procedure:  Review the four types of symbiotic relationships.  List examples of each one together on the board.  Show clips of animals and have students list what type of relationship it is and why they chose that.  Discuss answers together.  (You can use internet4classrooms.com/skills_8th_science.htm  to get clips of
distinct animal relationships or you can use your own clips and use this site as a review for your students after the lesson.)

Divide students up into groups of four.  Assign groups one of four categories; predator/prey, mutualism, parasitism and commensalisms.  Have each group use the resources in the room (books, magazines, websites, etc.) to find information and examples of their category.  Record their findings on a poster and present to the class.  

Assessment:  Students will make a folded book with four sections.  In each section they will list one of the symbiotic relationships, a definition in their own words and at least one example.  They may also draw a picture of the animal relationships. (These books can be displayed in the room and referred back to).
