2nd Grade Unit Plan to Integrate Social Studies With Open Court Unit “Our Country and Its People”

By: Diane Folks

Bridgeway Island Elementary

West Sacramento, California

This plan focuses on the following California State Standard for Social Studies:

 2.1 Students differentiate between things that happened long ago and things that happened yesterday. 

2.Compare and contrast their daily lives with those of their parents, grandparents, and/ or guardians. 

Unit Opener Activities

To start the unit, I will print 5 different pictures of historical artifacts from http://www.memorialhall.mass.edu/collection/browse/index.jsp.  

I will paste each picture on a piece of chart paper to create an inquiry chart (GLAD) where students record comments, predictions, and questions about each picture.  5 groups of 4 students will rotate through charts, discussing and recording.

http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/timeline.html (show history timeline on computer projector to introduce time periods our unit will cover)

A Walk Thru Time http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/walk/index.shtml (I will use some of the wonderful print-out activities to get students thinking about the past.)  Some of my favorites are:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/walk/print/obprint3.shtml (picture of children in Victorian clothes, students write about how they would feel wearing these clothes)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/walk/print/cprint2.shtml (students imagine likes and dislikes of living in the 1950’s)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/walk/print/cprint1.shtml (students imagine what they would sense walking down a Victorian-era street)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/walk/games_index.shtml (Game for computer lab - students determine what does not belong in scenes from various eras)

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/game/sleuth_intro.html (Another game for computer lab – “Super Sleuth” students determine what is wrong with the picture)

Activities to go with “The First Americans” (Native Americans)

http://www.memorialhall.mass.edu/activity/view.do?activityID=167 (Students listen to Native American legends about corn, learn about tools to process corn, then will make a pop-up book about corn)

Activities to go with “New Hope” (Pioneers)

Teach how quilts are used to record the cultural history of a particular time and place with the following lessons and activities:

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=346
http://www.usask.ca/education/ideas/tplan/sslp/quilt.htm (activity to go with Selena and the Bear Paw Quilt)

http://americanhistory2.si.edu/ourstoryinhistory/tryonline/buildsodhouse.html (interactive game for computer lab time, students build a sod house)

http://curriculum.enoreo.on.ca/socialstudies/pioneer-virtual/school.html (school days of the pioneer children, will show on computer projector and make whole-class Venn diagram comparing and contrasting student life now and then)

http://www.westville.org/virtualtour.htm (virtual 1850’s town to explore in computer lab)

http://www.museumvillage.org/ (another virtual 19th century village to explore)

http://www.macomb.k12.mi.us/wq/WebQ97/COLAMER2.HTM (colonial children Webquest to be done in computer lab)

http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/index.html (how transportation changed America - games for computer lab)

Activities to go with “A Place Called Freedom” (slavery)
http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/sweet/sweettg.html (lessons to go with Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt)

http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/tubman/tubman.html (activities to teach about the Underground Railroad and Harriet Tubman)

Activities to go with “The Statue of Liberty”

http://www.eduref.org/cgi-bin/printlessons.cgi/Virtual/Lessons/crossroads/sec3/k2/unit7/u7g2l2.htm (using different literature to compare and contrast immigrants’ reasons for coming to America)

http://ellisisland.org/photoalbums/ellis_island_photo_album.asp Ellis Island photo album then and now – will show on computer projector)

Activities to go with “The Butterfly Seeds” (young boy moves to America from Europe)

http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/activity/immigrant/ (Webquest to do in computer lab: life of an immigrant crossing the ocean) 

http://mdroots.thinkport.org/default_flash.asp (Interactive game for computer lab.  Student takes a virtual journey from London to America and must make choices along the way)

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=676 (pictures of leisure activities at the turn of the century – will show on computer projector)

http://www.vintageblues.com/history_main.htm (fashions of the early 19th century – will show on computer projector)

Activities to go with “A Piece of Home” (modern-day Russian boy immigrates to the U.S. and decides to bring heirloom quilt)

http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/1398.html (activity to go with A Quilt Story, students make their own memento quilt to pass on)

Unit Wrap Up
http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/timeline.html (revisit U.S. history timeline to review our journey)

