INT 925 

Project 2  Curriculum Unit

Ann Smith- Kindergarten

New York State Social Studies Standards Addressed in this unit:

 Standard 1:  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their     understanding of major eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history   of the United States and New York.

Standard 2:  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.
Standard 3:  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live- local, national, and global- including the distribution of people, places and environments over the Earth’s surface.

Objectives:
1. Students will explain the Mexican holiday of Los Posados.
2. Students will locate Mexico on a map or globe.

3. Students will compare/contrast the holiday of Los Posados and Christmas.
Materials Needed:
Literature:  Pancho’s Pinata by Stefan Czernecki and Timothy Rhodes



Uno, Dos, Tres, Posados!  by Virginia L. Kroll



The Night of Las Posadas  by Tomie dePaola



The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie dePaola




Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto

Map/Globe

Children’s Passports (We create ‘passports’ for the children to follow along with our journey of holidays around the world.  The first page has a spot fort he child’s picture, thumbprint, and signature.  Each of the following pages has a map of the country we talk about as well as information related to that holiday that they can take home at the end of the unit and share with their families.  After we talk about each holiday we ‘stamp’ that page with a particular stamp.  For example, Germany gets an evergreen stamp, Mexico gets a poinsettia stamp, Israel gets a menorah stamp, etc.)
Poinsettia plant to show the children

Mexican candy for the children to try

Can of tamales for the children to try

Procedure:
Day 1- On or around Dec. 16th, teacher asks the students if they have ever heard of the country of Mexico.  Some children may have so ask them if they know where it is, have they ever been there, do they know what language is spoken there to get some background knowledge.  Get out the map or globe and show the children where Mexico is in relation to where they live.  Explain that we are going to learn about a very special holiday in Mexico called Los Posados.  Explain that Los Posados is actually a celebration that lasts for the 9 days before Christmas and that they are going to listen to a story that will tell them more about Los Posados.  Introduce the book Uno, Dos, Tres, Posado!  to the class.  Discuss the cover, title page, and back cover.  Read the story aloud to the students.  When finished, discuss the story and ask the children what they have learned about Los Posados.  Some questions to ask:  What does posados mean?  What is a piñata?  Has anyone ever seen or had a piñata?  How many nights do they celebrate?  What are some of the things they do to get ready for the Posados?  Can anyone count to ten in Spanish?
Day 2- Review what the children learned about Los Posados yesterday.  Get out the map or globe and ask if anyone remembers where Mexico is.  Introduce the story Too Many Tamales to the class discussing the cover, title page, and back cover.  Ask if anyone knows what a tamale is.  Any guesses in looking at the front cover?  Read the story to the class. While the story is being read, have someone help prepare some tamales.  The canned tamales work well and can be easily heated up in a microwave.  Slice them in small pieces and use toothpicks to serve. Questions to follow.  What was the family celebrating?  What were they making and why?  Do you think it was a good idea for the little girl not to tell her mother what happened?  What do you think she should have done?  Would you ever eat a tamale?  Do you think it would taste good? Offer to let the children try a piece of tamale after explaining again what a tamale is.  Make sure to try a piece in front of the children so they know it is safe (.  Make a tally graph of whether or not they liked the Mexican tamales.
Day 3- Review traditions and customs of Mexico learned so far.  Introduce the story Pancho’s Piñata.  Talk about what a piñata is.  Graph with tally marks how many children have ever had or been to a party with a piñata.  Discuss the different types of piñatas there are.  What is inside a piñata?  If desired, have a piñata party and let the children experience the fun and joy of a real piñata.  Show the children some Mexican candy (usually available in international food sections of larger grocery stores).  I like to get Rebanaditas Mexican lollipops which a friend of mine gets for me each year.  They are watermelon flavored lollipops with a chili powder center. They are also available at http://www.mexgrocer.com/catagories-mexican-candy.html along with other Mexican candy.  I break up the lollipops and let them try a piece if they would like to.  
Draw a large Venn Diagram on a board and then compare and contrast Los Posados and Christmas.  

Due to timing constraints, I only included a unit for teaching the children about Los Posados.  Our holiday unit starts in late November and continues through the whole month of December.  Some other holidays, literature, and other activities include:

Hanukkah- check calendar as the date is different each year.
Literature:

Festival of Lights:  The Story of Hanukkah by Maida Silverman and Carolyn Ewing
D Is for Dreidel by Tanya Lee Stone
Latkes, Latkes Good to Eat: A Chanukah Story by Naomi Howland

The Magic Dreidels by Eric A. Kimmel and Katya Krenina
Melly's Menorah by Amye Rosenberg
Sammy Spider's First Hanukkah  by Sylvia A. Rouss and Katherine Janus Kahn
The Borrowed Hanukkah Latkes by Linda Glaser
Festival of Lights: The Story of Hanukkah by Maida Silverman
Hanukkah Moon by Deborah Da Costa
Hanukkah! by Roni Schotter
Activities:

· Bring in a menorah to share with the class
· Play the dreidel game

· Give each child a small dreidel with the directions to take home and play with their families

· Make latkes with applesauce and sour cream
· Hannukah songs and poems

· Introduce the children to gelt

· Make edible dreidels with pretzel sticks, marshmallows, frosting, and a Hershey Kiss

Santa Lucia Day-  December 13th in Sweden

Literature:
Hanna's Christmas by Melissa Peterson
Children Just Like Me: Celebrations! by Anabel Kindersley and Barnabas Kindersley

Read the section on Santa Lucia Day 

Activities:

· Have the girls make paper crowns of candles
· Have the boys make paper crowns of stars
· Watch Arthur’s Perfect Christmas which contains a brief section on Santa Lucia Day
· Make cinnamon buns or gingerbread biscuits
St Nicholas Day in Holland- December 6th
Literature:

The Baker's Dozen: A Saint Nicholas Tale by Aaron Shepard
Country Angel Christmas by Tomie dePaola
Children Just Like Me: Celebrations! by Anabel Kindersley and Barnabas Kindersley

Read the section included on St. Nicholas Day

A Gift from St. Nicholas

Activities:

· Make paper ‘wooden’ shoes for the children to leave out on the eve of Dec. 5th.  Have Sinterklaas leave a windmill shaped cookie as well as a small treat before the children get to school on the sixth.

· Purchase or make a gift for the class and hide it in the room.  It is a custom in Holland to hide presents and the children must go on a ‘scavenger hunt’ of sorts to find them aided by hints.  Presents are also accompanied along with a poem.

· Share a pair of real wooden shoes.  Have the children try them on.  Graph whether or not they would like to wear a pair of wooden shoes all day.

Germany- we usually talk about Germany the last week of November
Literature:

Christmas in Germany by Kristin Thoennes Keller
Cobweb Christmas: The Tradition of Tinsel by Shirley Climo
The Christmas Pickle by Judy Lee Aguiar
Activities:
· Make advent chains
· Make pretzels
· Make paper wreaths
· Using Crayola Model Magic, have the children make pickle shaped ornaments and when they are dry dip them in metallic green glitter paint to give them the look of a traditional glass pickle ornament.
· Bring in a traditional wooden pyramid to share with the class
· Bring in a nutcracker and allow the children to use it to crack some nuts
African-American holiday of Kwanzaa- Dec. 26th
Literature:

Seven Days of Kwanzaa by Melrose Cooper
My First Kwanza Book by Deborah Chocolate and Cal Massey
My First Kwanzaa by Karen Katz 
Jump at the Sun: It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Kwanzaa! by Rex Perry
Activities:
· Make woven paper placemats
· Make a paper kinara
· Trace the children’s hands on black, green, and red paper, connect the hands to make a unity wreath
· Kwanzaa on-line jigsaw puzzles at www.dltk-holidays.com/kwanzaa/puzzles/index.htm  
There are so many different countries that could be added to our unit and in the future may be.  For now, time, as well as state standard constraints and so many curriculums, only allow for us to complete the above. It is a great unit and we have a lot of fun with it!
