Bear Research

Teacher:  Angela Kent

Class:  Communications

Objectives:  

Students will research a bear of their choice.  

Students will construct a PowerPoint presentation to show their findings to the class.

Materials needed:
Research directions

Research worksheet (information sheet)

Presentation rubric

**Reserve the Internet lab

WI State Standards:

Reading
A.4.4 Read to acquire information. 

** Summarize key details of informational texts, connecting new information to prior knowledge 

** Identify a topic of interest then seek information by investigating available text resources 

Writing
B.4.1 Create or produce writing to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

** Write nonfiction and technical pieces (summaries, messages, informational essays, basic directions, instructions, simple reports) that convey essential details and facts 

** Use a variety of writing technologies, including pen and paper as well as computers 

B.4.3 Understand the function of various forms, structures, and punctuation marks of standard American English and use them appropriately in communications. 

** Understand and use parts of speech effectively, including nouns, pronouns, and adjectives 

** Capitalize proper nouns, titles, and initial words of sentences 

** Use punctuation marks and conjunctions, as appropriate, to separate sentences and connect independent clauses 

** Spell frequently used words correctly 

** Use word order and punctuation marks to distinguish statements, questions, exclamations, and commands 

Oral Language
C.4.1 Orally communicate information, opinions, and ideas effectively to different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

** Identify and discuss criteria for effective oral presentations, including such factors as eye contact, projection, tone, volume, rate, and articulation 

Media and Technology
E.4.1 Use computers to acquire, organize, analyze, and communicate information. 

** Operate common computer hardware and software 

** Access information using electronic reference resources, such as library catalog, encyclopedias, almanacs, and indexes 

Research and Inquiry
F.4.1 Conduct research and inquiry on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems and use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 

** Propose research by formulating initial questions, narrowing the focus of a topic, identifying prior knowledge, and developing a basic plan for gathering information 

** Conduct research by identifying, locating, exploring, and effectively using multiple sources of information appropriate to the inquiry, including print, nonprint, and electronic sources 

** Recognize, record, organize, and acknowledge information pertinent to a project, accurately blending discoveries into answers 

** Present the results of inquiry, reporting and commenting on the substance and process of learning, orally and in writing, using appropriate visual aids 

Procedure:  

**Students will be put in groups of 2 or 3 for this project**

1. Choose a type of bear from the following list: black bears, grizzly bears, panda bears, polar bears, or sun bears.

2. Tell me which bear they would like to research.  Then I will assign them to groups according to their choice.
3. Follow the worksheet instructions to log on to the Internet and complete your research.

4. Fill out the research information sheet.

5. Create a PowerPoint presentation to show your results to the class.

6. Present to the class (Look at the rubric ahead of time so you know what you will be graded on.)

7. Students need to take notes during each presentation.

Closure:

Summarize the main facts for each bear.

